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DEAN’S MESSAGE

35

Celebrating
Dear Alumni and Friends,

Years

Among our nation’s law schools, 35 years is not a long time. We have accomplished a lot in those years! Our graduates hold seats in
the United States Congress, federal judgeships and head city governments; they serve as court clerks, prosecutors, public defenders,
and advocates for civil and human rights; they are authors, songwriters, poets, teachers and entrepreneurs. Our relative youth makes
the notable achievements of our alumni—the diversity of their areas of practice and their global impact—even more remarkable.
This 35th Anniversary edition of the Pierce Law magazine highlights the varied careers our alumni have pursued since the first graduates accepted their diplomas in May of 1976.

While we have much to celebrate, it is with deep sadness that I recognize longtime trustee Morton E. Goulder, a man of boundless
energy and wisdom, who died on January 25, at age 87. An entrepreneur, scientist, leader and philanthropist, Mort personified the
values of Pierce Law. His wisdom, support and belief in our mission helped us build a strong foundation that is the Franklin Pierce
Law Center today. I also want to acknowledge Yardley Chittick, the nation’s oldest living patent attorney and frequent guest at commencement, who died on July 18 at age 107. A graduate of MIT, he turned down a job with Thomas Edison to pursue a career with
a golf manufacturer where he learned about patents. He went on to earn a JD degree at George Washington, pass the patent bar, and
in 1934 accepted a post at the United States Patent Office.
In a fitting tribute to all those who contributed so generously during these first 35 years, the Board of Trustees adopted a new
comprehensive strategic plan that will guide Pierce Law with continuing strength well into the next decade. Five major objectives
comprise the core of this plan: Pierce Law seeks to perennially maintain a “Top 100” general law school ranking and to build on its
national and international prominence in the field of intellectual property law; Pierce Law will provide a student-centered experience, fostering a culture that develops, nurtures, and educates the whole student and ensures that students are actively supported
from matriculation through graduation; Pierce Law will design a required curriculum that provides students the opportunity to
achieve those learning outcomes identified by the faculty as essential for excellence in the practice of law; Pierce Law’s financial
resources must be capable of supporting the initiatives of the strategic plan; and Pierce Law must hire and support a diverse faculty
and skilled staff. Each objective will require aggressive action and benchmarks to measure our success.
I invite you to return to campus to tour our newly updated facilities. We can be justifiably proud of our young school, its students
and graduates. This special issue celebrates our success.

John D. Hutson
Dean & President
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B Y P R O F E S S O R W I L L I A M O. H E N N E S S E Y JD ’86

NEW HOPE FOR NEW MEDICINES FROM “FOLK” REMEDIES

OUT OF AFRICA
THE STORY THAT DR. CHARLES WEMBEBE OF THE NIGERIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR PHARMACEUTICAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
MARCH 2008 CONFERENCE ENTITLED “THE 2ND GLOBAL SUMMIT ON
HIV/AIDS, TRADITIONAL MEDICINE, AND TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE” IN ACCRA, GHANA, WAS AN EYE-OPENER.

TOLD ME, AND THE REST OF A RAPT AUDIENCE, AT A FIVE-DAY

“One hundred thousand Nigerian babies are born each year
with sickle cell anemia (SCA), a genetically inherited disease
common in West Africa. (About one in twelve AfricanAmericans carries the SCA gene.) In addition to anemia,
SCA sufferers are vulnerable to seizures, lung congestion,
and organ damage from blocked blood vessels. These
seizures can often be fatal. There is no known cure.

Children outside of Osu Castle, the Seat of Government of Ghana
in Accra.

Lacking access to Western medicine, the local Nigerian population relies heavily on traditional plant-based remedies
made from fresh or dried herbs prepared by traditional
medical healers. Beginning in 1993, the Institute surveyed
some of the herbal “concoctions” used by traditional
Nigerian healers, researched them, and after toxicity studies,
focused on one, a mixture of four plants, three of which are
commonly used in food for human consumption. In vitro
studies on human blood cells and in vivo studies on transgenic mice consistently demonstrated a dose-dependent
decrease in sickling of red blood cells. Small-scale clinical
studies (phase I) using healthy volunteers, starting in 1994,
reported no adverse effects, and a trial was conducted on 30
SCA patients who had suffered previous vaso-occlusive
seizures. Larger clinical trials in conjunction with the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the Meharry
Comprehensive Sickle Cell Center in Nashville, Tennessee in
the United States corroborated the earlier positive results.

With a grant from the United Nations Development
Programme [UNDP], the Institute filed patent applications and patents issued in Nigeria, the U.S., U.K., India, Japan and
thirty-eight other countries between 1998 and 2002. Also in 2002, the Institute granted an exclusive license to a Nigerian
start-up company for global marketing and distribution rights for the product under the trademark, Niprosan®. It also
signed an agreement with the traditional healer that had provided the original sample for the payment of royalties on sales
of the drug. In 2004, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration granted it “orphan drug” status and the World Health
Organization listed it as a new “reference drug” for the treatment of SCA. While studies in Japan indicate the presence of
five known aromatic aldehydes in the bioextract, the exact mechanism by which Niprosan® works remains a mystery….”
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their patent systems and sending their “best and brightest¸” to
This Nigerian story of local empowerment marks a new turn
Pierce Law to learn how to do it. The question is, for whom?
in a growing trend. The growing trend is that the pharmaceuAccusations have been lodged that multinational corpotical “Industrial Age” based on organic synthesis of new drugs
rations of the North (mainly Japan, the United States and
from base chemicals is yielding way to the pharmaceutical
Europe) engage not just in “bioprospecting,” but “biopiracy”
“Information Age” of extraction of bioactive ingredients from
as well, that is, the misappropriating, patenting, and globally
living organisms ("genetic resources"). Of course, that is what
marketing plant-based drugs and bioextracts originating in
traditional medicine has always been about, ranging from the
developing countries. Since the signing of the Convention on
analgesic effect of willow bark rubbed on an aching tooth
Biological Diversity [CBD]
among Native American
in 1992, international
peoples (now the active
organizations—including
ingredient in aspirin),
the World Health
Ayurvedic healing in
Organization [WHO],
India, the anti-oxidant
Food and Agriculture
effects of green tea in Asia
Organization [FAO],
and (luckily for oenophiles
World Intellectual
like me) the vaunted lifeProperty Organization
prolonging effects of
[WIPO], and the WTO—
“reservatrol” in the
have been lining up on
red wines of the
various sides of the “bio“Mediterranean diet.”
prospecting” debate over
Over the past quarwho should own and who
ter-century, the emershould have access to the
gence of biotechnology as
health-creating (and
the key global driver of
wealth-creating) informamedical and agricultural
tion in biodiversity. Some
R&D has accelerated the
Professor William O. Hennessey JD ’86 with Lakassa Essossiminam, president of
of the most vitriolic critics
rush for access to “biointhe Traditional Therapeutic Medical Practitioners Association of Togo and of the
of strong patent systems
formation” through
Federation of Healers Associations of Togo.
believe that global protec“bioprospecting” within
tion for intellectual property must give way to free access for all.
the richness of biological diversity. Early examples include
However, Wembebe’s Institute and others like it are
Alexander Fleming’s discovery of the antibacterial effect of the
bucking that criticism, countering it with the idea that patents
bacillium mold in 1928 and Arthur Barclay’s 1966 discovery
can bring to the countries where such bioinformation in the
and subsequent isolation of the cancer chemotherapy drug
form of genetic resources and traditional knowledge is found,
Taxol® from the Pacific yew (taxum brevifolia) found in the
the benefits not just of innovative health products, but sound
rainforests of the Pacific Northwest. Such discoveries were the
first sparks to a rising awareness of both the economic value of economic development and hard cash as well.
At the epicenter of the drive to bring Western medicine
bioinformation for global health and agriculture and the
and traditional healing together in Africa has been the
importance of conserving the world's endangered reservoir of
HIV/AIDS epidemic, which kills over three million people a
biological diversity for the future well-being of humanity.
year. Access to Western medicine in Africa is virtually nonThe new turn in this growing trend is that by accident of
existent. (There is one Western-trained medical doctor for
nature and history, the richest storehouses of bioinformation
every 40,000 people in Ghana.) Western medical research has
are tropical rainforests in the developing nations of the South
(Latin America, Asia, and Africa.) These are the same countries provided the world (including three million of the nearly forty
million people living with HIV/AIDS in Africa) the anti-retrothat having signed on to the TRIPS Agreement of the World
viral “cocktails” they need to boost their immune systems. The
Trade Organization [WPO], are now working to strengthen
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United States government, pursuant to the Leadership Against
Global HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Act of 2003, has
supplied treatment for over one million people with
HIV/AIDS— most of them in Africa. But people with AIDS
don't die of AIDS; they suffer from and succumb to the opportunistic infections that take advantage of a depressed immune
system. It is in the second focus, the fight against the opportunistic infections facilitated by HIV/AIDS-engendered
immunodeficiency, that the role of traditional African medicine becomes apparent, particularly with regard to treatment
of skin rashes, dysentery and diarrhea, and pain. The drive
extends to other tropical diseases as well, and especially to
malaria (which kills over two million people a year.)
Wembebe told his audience that “what is needed is
vision, a strategic plan, a focus, commitment, and passion for
implementation of the plan, aggressive resource mobilization,
a willingness to do deals with traditional healers and nutritionists, and a multidisciplinary approach marshalling skills in
law, business, technology, government policy-making, and traditional culture.” Budding technology transfer offices (TTOs)
in academic and government research institutions in Nigeria,
Ghana, and other African countries will play a pivotal role, on
the one hand, in reaching out and building trust with local
traditional healer communities that may have been refining
treatments for decades or centuries to identify medicinal or
nutritional bioactivity in indigenous plants by sheer trial and
error. On the other hand, such TTOs need to have the knowledge skills to build an indigenous capacity both to create and
manage a global portfolio of intellectual property assets, and
to negotiate with (or create their own) modern profit-driven
pharmaceutical companies to introduce and supply innovative
drugs to a global health market, reducing search costs and lead
time by having the head start that access to traditional knowledge might provide.
The challenges are overwhelming. The traditional healer
communities woefully lack knowledge of and trust in intellectual property protection, particularly patent and trade secret
protection and how it works. Modern investment-driven
companies see access to information formerly free for the tak-
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ing now available for a fee, and may believe (or feign belief)
that the knowledge traditional healers could provide is worthless (or worse.) It is a wonderful tapestry of serious and competent workers on all sides of cultural and economic divides,
peppered with self-promoters and charlatans, “witch doctors,”
and cold capitalist bargaining. Assuming that expectations on
both sides can ever be realistic, and assuming that facilitating
institutions such as Wembebe’s continue to meet success in
bringing knowledge of best intellectual property practices to
traditional communities, more examples of such success stories are going to be written and spoken of in the years to come.
This is where Pierce Law is playing its own role in building that bridge. Thanks to a generous donation from Gerry
Brill JD ’91, I was able to bring copies of IP Management in
Health and Agricultural Innovation: A Handbook of Best
Practices. The Handbook is a comprehensive resource on current
intellectual property management issues and approaches, and
offers information and strategies for utilizing the power of
intellectual property while remaining aware of how it relates
to the public domain. Visit www.ipHandbook.org.
These extensive materials are now in the libraries of the
Association for the Promotion of Traditional Medicine of
Senegal, the Traditional Therapeutic Medical Practitioners
Association of Togo and Federation of Healers Associations of
Togo, the Ghanaian Ministries of Health, Food and
Agriculture, Justice, and Education, the Ghana Food and
Drugs Board, Ghana AIDS Commission, Ghana Federation of
Traditional Medicine Practitioners Associations, National
Commission on Culture, Directorate of Traditional and
Alternative Medicine, University of Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology, Noguchi Memorial
Institute of Medical Research (Ghana), Centre for Scientific
Research into Plant Medicine, the Komfo Anokye Teaching
Hospital, and His Majesty Otumfuo Osei Tutu II, the reigning
16th King of the Ashanti Kingdom.
This is not just a Nigerian story, but a Pierce Law story
as well, about creating intellectual property protection that is
truly in the global public interest.

’76

Stephanie Nute JD ’76

Marital Master
Rochester Family Division
Dover, NH

“As a member of the first graduating class, I recall with great
fondness the exciting adventure of being part of a new law
school, inspired by the visionary leadership and boundless
energy of its founders, Dr. Robert Rines and Dean Robert
Viles,” says Stephanie T. Nute JD ’76.
“There were 100 members in the first class, 10 of whom
were women, and most of us had been working in other
careers before applying to law school. We were an eclectic
bunch and because we were ourselves, we became good
friends,” says Nute.
Nute’s first career took her to England where she taught
English at Norbury Manor in London, after graduating from the
University of New Hampshire (UNH) with a BA in English in
1969. She returned to the United States in 1971 to accept a
post at Exeter High School, while attending UNH to earn a
master’s degree in English. After teaching English for five years,
she decided to follow her father’s example and become a
lawyer. She joined her father’s firm, Nute & Nute, in
Farmington, NH, as a partner.
“My dad was the quintessential small town lawyer and
my constant model for honest, ethical practice, hard work and
dedication to his profession, community, family and clients.
Even now, although he is retired, people still call upon him for
advice and guidance,” boasts Nute.
After developing a domestic relations practice, Nute
decided to apply to become a marital master in 1981, after
appearing before now New Hampshire Supreme Court Senior
Associate Justice Linda Dalianis, who was a marital master at
the time.
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“I telephoned Chief Justice Richard Dunfey and asked
how I could apply to become a marital master,” says Nute,
“and he replied, ‘when can you start?’”
“The application process is much more rigorous now!”
says Nute. “There are currently fourteen marital masters and,
like our first class at FPLC, we are a unique and highly-bonded
group within the court system. I have enormous affection and
respect for my colleagues, a brilliant, funny and compassionate
group, always supporting each other and completely devoted
to improving the practice of family law in New Hampshire.”
“It is the responsibility of marital masters to hear divorce,
separation, annulment, civil union dissolutions, parenting, child
support and domestic violence cases in Superior Court and, in
the Family Division, all those cases plus guardianships of minors,
abuse and neglect cases and changes of name—in addition to
post-decree contempts and modifications.”
“We try to help families through very difficult periods in
their lives. Fortunately, we now have greater access to mediation and alternate dispute resolution and to the assistance of
guardians ad litem. But we have a great need for more low
cost support services, supervised visitation centers and access
to legal services,” explains Nute.
“Our great challenge is in trying to address the needs of
pro se litigants and in coping with litigants who have significant
family dysfunction, substance abuse or mental health issues, but
who have limited financial and personal resources,” Nute adds.
Nute’s lengthy career as a marital master for 27 years,
also includes serving as the first woman president of the
Stafford County Bar Association in 1985, an appointment by
Governor Jeanne Shaheen to the Legislature’s Task Force on
Family Law in 2003, and most recently serving on the Citizen’s
Commission on New Hampshire State Courts.
“What a great gift Franklin Pierce Law Center has been
to the state of New Hampshire,” says Nute, “and what a
wonderful example of how dreams can be realized with
imagination and determination.”
Nute lives in Lee, NH, with her husband of 27 years, Jimmy
Hicks, executive vice president and principal partner in a Durham,
NH, economic planning and real estate firm. Their son, Jordan,
recently married and moved with his wife, Tara, to Helsinki,
Finland.

’77

John Metz JD ’77

Sole Practitioner
Cincinnatti, OH

In July 1998, the late Dean Robert M. Viles, interviewed medical
malpractice advocate John H. Metz JD ’77 for his book that
was to be entitled, Making a Difference.
Viles wrote, “Metz is a sole practitioner in Cincinnati, his
hometown. He is a plaintiff ’s lawyer in medical malpractice
cases, especially obstetrical and pediatric cases. His desk
displays snapshots of injured and disabled children who have
been his clients. John takes his practice seriously and expects
others to do the same.”
Viles would be pleased to know that over the last
decade Metz has gone on to make a significant difference in
the field of medical malpractice. While he handles a considerable number of cases involving epilepsy and orthopedic
surgery, he has since gained the title of “dead body lawyer.”
Metz won a $4.25 million verdict against a neurosurgeon
who took out the wrong part of a young man’s brain in an
attempt to cure the patient’s epilepsy. In 2005, Metz brought a
class action suit against the Hamilton County, OH, Coroner’s
Office for taking brains and hearts during an autopsy without
notice, consent or permission. After obtaining a summary
judgment in favor of the decedent’s families, the county settled
for $6 million.
More recently, Metz is responsible for bringing national
attention to the legal issues regarding the removal of body
parts by medical examiners and coroners during an autopsy.
“My clients, Mark and Diane Albrecht, were informed
that an autopsy would be done on their son, Christopher, after
he drowned in Southern Ohio after suffering a seizure and losing control of his van that ran off the road, landing in a pond.
Under Ohio law, the bodies of those who die in motor vehicle
accidents must undergo an autopsy,” says Metz. “However, five
years later, the Albrechts saw, for the first time, a copy of the
autopsy report and learned that the coroner had removed their
son’s brain. At the time he was buried, his brain was immersed
in a fixing solution at the Hamilton County Coroner’s Office.”
“The couple was shocked and horrified to learn that
that they had unknowingly buried their son without this vital
organ,” says Metz.
As reported in the ABA Journal (July 2007), in an article
about the case, “If the plaintiffs prevail, the case (Albrecht v.
Treon) could fundamentally change the way autopsies are conducted in this country…. It raises difficult, emotional issues
regarding a coroner’s legal authority to conduct autopsies as he
or she sees fit, as well as over the family’s desire to bury the
body in as complete a state as circumstances will allow.”
“The case was a class action suing all the other 87 coro-

ners’ offices in Ohio for the same violation. This case caused
national ripples since it was challenging the procedure many
coroners use (i.e. just not telling the families),” Metz explains.
“The defendants moved to have the case certified to the all
Republican Ohio Supreme Court. Amicus briefs were filed by
national organizations, including the National Association of
Medical Examiners. Just recently the Ohio Supreme Court protected the coroners’ offices and ruled in Albrecht v. Treon, M.D.,
et al. that the State of Ohio now recognizes no protectable
right in one’s deceased loved one’s body. This decision will
have to be addressed by the federal courts now.”
Metz says his experience at Pierce Law prepared him
well for the work he does.
“I am most grateful for Professor Richard Hesse’s
Constitutional Law course. In 1975, he assigned me the topic,
‘Is there a constitutional right to obtain an organ transplant?’
The issues in that research later became reality when I had the
first case in American jurisprudence to hold that a person does
have a constitutionally-protected right in their loved one’s
dead body parts.”
Referred to as the Patrick Henry of the trial bar here,
Metz will fight for his clients to the furthest extent of the law.
“Dean Viles took a chance on me when I could not afford law
school. I am grateful for his faith and guidance. Pierce Law
allowed me to use my English major education with 75 credits
of sciences to the fullest. The school has attracted many free
thinkers who are willing to go where others have yet with the
law. It is not that we chase windmills…we build them with our
imagination in full gear and unrestrained.”
Metz lives in Cincinnati with his three children, Kaitlin, Michelle,
and Eric, and their Sheltie dog, Laddie. He enjoys traveling with his
children. He plays the guitar, piano and drums and hopes someday to return to his real love, music. His guitar collection now
stands at over 20 and counting.
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’78

Alice Chamberlin JD ’78
Warner, New Hampshire

Alice Chamberlin JD ’78 has worked, advocated and volunteered for environmental protection and conservation since
graduating from Pierce Law.
In the early 1980s she focused on building regional partnerships to address acid rain. She has worked to restore the
water quality in the Great Lakes and preserve New
Hampshire’s land and forests. Currently, as a member of the
New Hampshire Climate Change Action Plan Task Force, she
is helping develop policy recommendations that will move
New Hampshire toward a future that uses less fossil fuel.
During the last three decades, Chamberlin has worked
with governments at all levels and many of New Hampshire’s
nonprofit environmental organizations.
“I’ve had wonderful opportunities to work with people
who are committed to improving our quality of life in New
Hampshire and around the globe. When I graduated from
Franklin Pierce, we were just beginning to understand the
relationship between environmental quality and public health.
It’s been very exciting to see such dramatic changes over the
years,” says Chamberlin.
Most recently, as special policy advisor to Governor
John Lynch, Chamberlin was responsible for policy development and implementation in the areas of environment, energy
and transportation. As the governor’s point person on natural
resource issues, she led communication with the state’s natural
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resource agencies, provided outreach to the greater conservation, environmental and planning communities and advocated
for legislation and policy on the governor’s behalf.
“The governor’s goals included increasing New
Hampshire’s renewable energy supplies, reducing mercury
emissions, improving our shoreline protection regulations,
increasing citizen involvement in permitting processes, reducing
our carbon emissions and funding land protection,” says
Chamberlin. “It was a privilege to work for change that really
makes a difference in our lives and the lives of our children.”
Following graduation from Pierce Law, Chamberlin
served as director of environmental and occupational health
programs for the New Hampshire Lung Association. In 1981,
she was appointed environmental policy assistant to the late
Governor Hugh Gallen of New Hampshire. She later returned
to Pierce Law in 1983, as executive director of the
Environmental Law Council where she supervised students in
the Environmental Law Clinic.
President Clinton appointed Chamberlin in 1994 to serve
as United States commissioner to the International Joint
Commission (IJC), United States and Canada, a post she held
until 2001. As commissioner, Chamberlin assisted the IJC in the
implementation of the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. The
treaty provides a framework for the management of many of
the rivers and lakes shared between the United States and
Canada. She also helped oversee the water quality of the
Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River.
“Historically, the IJC commissioners were engineers.
Today, they are often lawyers. The training I had at Franklin
Pierce was a great asset in the negotiations and work of the
International Joint Commission,” explains Chamberlin.
Chamberlin’s resume also includes volunteer work as the
chair of the Nature Conservancy of New Hampshire; trustee
of the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust in New
Hampshire; member of the Connecticut Lakes Headwaters
Citizens Committee; governor’s appointee to the Land
Community Heritage Commission; chair of the Warner
Conservation Commission; and representative to the Central
New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission.
Alice and her husband, Steve Brown, live on an old farm in central
New Hampshire. They have three children, Greta, Nick and Sam.

’79

B Y JAC K K E N N Y

Stephanie Wickouski JD ’79

Partner
Drinker, Biddle & Reath
New York, NY

For any failed business, going through bankruptcy is no picnic.
To bankruptcy lawyer Stephanie Wickouski JD ’79 it’s more
like a Turkish bazaar.
“There’s a lot of trading,” Wickouski explains. “And in
business bankruptcies there are a lot of different parties—
creditors, equity holders, bond holders, landlords, employees.
So there’s a lot of negotiation to get to an agreement.”
Wickouski has been dealing with bankruptcy throughout
her legal career. Having grown up in northern Virginia, she
returned to the Washington, DC area after graduating from
Pierce Law and went to work as a judicial law clerk at the
United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Columbia.
From there she went to Civil Division of the United States
Department of Justice, where she was a trial attorney in the
commercial litigation branch.
She has since been counsel and partner with a number of
DC and New York law firms and is now regional partner in
charge of the New York office of Drinker, Biddle & Reath. Her
clients in Chapter 11 cases have included Newsworld
Communications (Washington Times) and Techworld in the
largest real estate loan workout in DC history. She has also
represented JP Morgan Trust (now Bank of New York), United
Airlines, Northeast Airlines and HealthSouth.

“Even before I went to law school,” Wickouski recalls, “I
was always interested in why a business was successful or why
a business failed and the confluence between law, business and
finance. There’s an aspect of bankruptcy law that involves
human behavior. In any failed business there are certain things
that individuals did to drive the enterprise out of business or
contribute to the failure. The flip side of it is that when you’re
a bankruptcy lawyer you’re involved in reconstruction, so to
speak, a restructuring of the debt so the enterprise can be
profitable again.”
Wickouski has represented clients on both sides of a
bankruptcy case, but prefers being counsel to creditors. For
one thing, there’s more repeat business.
“If you do your job properly you should have fixed their
financial problems so they won’t be coming back to you,”
Wickouski says of the bankrupt firms. “One of the reasons I
like representing creditors is that you can represent the same
company over and over again. I get to know them better and
have a longer relationship.”
Her interest in the relationship between law and finance
grew at Pierce Law under the influence of the late Dean Robert
Viles, who had served on the Commission on the Bankruptcy
Laws of the United States, established by Congress 1970.
“I ended up being his research assistant and teaching
assistant,” Wickouski says. “That was one of the things that
helped encourage and foster my interest and progress toward
ultimately practicing bankruptcy law.” Other faculty members
and educational experiences also left lasting impressions.
“They were very effective, highly-qualified teachers who
trained me very well for the practice of law,” continues
Wickouski. “After nearly 30 years of having worked with colleagues and having hired associates from almost every law school
in the country, I feel like a got a really good legal education.”
She has also acquired a number of honors in her career,
being named in both the corporate and bankruptcy categories
of “Best Lawyers in America.” Two years ago she was one of
only a dozen “Outstanding Restructuring Lawyers,” as chosen
by the publication Turnarounds and Workouts. And last year she
was included among “New York Super Lawyers.”
“I think it actually gives you more credibility,” Wickouski
says of the honors. “But no greater sense of security. I think
we all constantly feel that we’re just holding on by our fingertips. You can’t rest on your laurels in this profession. You’re
constantly trying to get the next case. It’s constant work, it’s
never done.”

9

’80

Benjamin J. Hauptman JD ’80

Senior Partner
Lowe, Hauptman, Ham & Berner, LLP
Alexandria, VA

Benjamin J. Hauptman JD ’80, engineer, patent attorney and
teacher; for Hauptman, it may be difficult to draw a line of
distinction between his many obligations on any given day.
As a patent expert, he works closely with his clients
worldwide in obtaining patent protection. “We opened a
branch office this year in Hsinchu, Taiwan, in order to better
service our major Taiwanese and Chinese clients and to better
position ourselves for the technology explosion taking place
throughout Asia.” Hauptman travels to Asia at least quarterly
to meet with Japanese, Korean, Chinese and Taiwanese clients,
such as Seiko-Epson, Mitzubishi Heavy Industries, Fanuc Ltd.,
Samsung Electro-Mechanics, TSMC and I.T.R.I, where he
conducts training seminars and meets with inventors to review
invention disclosures.
“The Asian patent community needs on-site, highlyexperienced patent attorneys to be able to assist companies
in preparing high-quality patent applications. With the current
process, the Chinese or Taiwanese company works directly
with a local patent agent who has sufficient language skills to
prepare an application. But because English is a second
language and for geographic reasons, they have difficulty keeping up with the rapid changes in United States patent law and
aren’t able to prepare high quality applications that reflect the
latest changes in caselaw,” explains Hauptman. “By rotating in
our highly experienced U.S. patent professionals, we fill an
emerging need in Taiwan and China.”
Hauptman is also responsible for teaching foreign trainees
and has worked with students from Japan, Taiwan, Korea, China,
India, Vietnam, Tanzania, Mexico, Brazil and France who come
to his firm on a regular basis, some to satisfy requirements for
a Pierce Law Master of Intellectual Property (MIP) degree.
He has personally mentored over fifty trainees on a one-to-one
training basis in his office.
Hauptman’s twenty-eight years of practice more than
qualifies him to share his knowledge with trainees and clients
worldwide. His expertise includes prosecuting patent applications in the complex mechanical and electrical arts, intellectual
property patent licensing, preparing opinions on patent
infringement and invalidity, and counseling clients in all aspects
of intellectual property protection, including enforcement and
infringement of intellectual property rights.
“Professor Bob Shaw, who was patent counsel for MIT in
the 1960s and 1970s, was the main reason I decided to attend
Franklin Pierce,” says Hauptman. “I had also taken an IP course
Dr. Robert Rines who was teaching at MIT,” where Hauptman
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received his engineering degree in 1975. “During my first year
of law school, I lived in Boston and commuted to school with
Bob Shaw everyday. So my patent education and understanding of the Roosevelt Administration was enhanced by my daily
three-hour commute with him.”
“When the MIP program began at Franklin Pierce in
1987, Professor Bill Hennessey called me and asked if I would
host a few trainees at Lowe, Price, Leblanc & Becker, where I
was a partner,” says Hauptman. “I actually hosted the entire
delegation of MIP students from China, all 12,” says Hauptman.
“I met with them daily and presented seminars on United
States patent practices. I enjoyed it so much over the past 21
years, that I have hosted at least one trainee every year. This
year, I am hosting three MIP trainees from the class of 2008.”
“Also, because of my exposure to the MIP program, I
have not only trained foreign patent professionals who later
became clients and close friends, but we also have a relatively
large number of trainees and JD graduates working at the firm
today,” says Hauptman. “They include Yoon Ham JD ’94/MIP
’92, York Liu MIP ’96, Jeffrey Greger JD ’97, Kien Le MIP ’00,
Ramakrishna Somashekar MIP ’06 and Siming Yuan MIP ’07.
We have a very international firm. The diversity of the attorneys
working here gives us the capability to support our clients not
only in English, but in their native tongue as well.”
When Hauptman is not training associates, he serves as
an adjunct professor both at Pierce Law and the National Law
Center in Bangalore, India, where he lectures on intellectual
property topics, with emphasis on patent applications and
infringement opinion drafting. He enjoys a close professional
relationship with Judge Rader of the Federal Circuit. They have
conducted team teaching and mock Markman hearings in
Taiwan and have plans to continue these activities elsewhere.
Hauptman enjoys fishing, scuba diving and paragliding.

’81

B Y JAC K K E N N Y

Katharine A. Daly JD ’81

Former Executive Director
New Hampshire Human Rights Commission
Concord, NH

One thing Katharine A. Daly JD ’81 came to appreciate during
her 13 years with the New Hampshire Human Rights
Commission was the ability to give abstract principles some
real content and meaning in public life.
“It’s one thing for the legislature to go write a law saying
you’re not going to have discrimination in employment or in
housing. It is another,” Daly says, “to make that work through
a set of procedures in state agencies, and do it in a way that’s
fair to both sides in this conflict—to be efficient and to instill in
the public the confidence that when the legislature passes a
law, there are actually people out there every day to carry out
the law as it was intended.”
Daly joined the commission as an investigator in 1994.
She became assistant director and then executive director for
eight years before retiring in November of last year. A native
of West Virginia, she moved to New Hampshire with her
husband in 1971 and earned her bachelor’s degree from
Plymouth State College.
“I had a hard time envisioning what kind of career I
wanted to have,” Daly recalls. “I’m a generalist; I can be inter-

ested in a lot of different things. I’m a problem solver. I like to
help people and I have a strong sense of fair play and justice,
and the law seemed to be a place where those qualities might
be needed.” And Franklin Pierce Law Center was within commuting distance, an important consideration for a law student
with children at home.
“What attracted me to the school was its non-traditional
qualities,” says Daly, “particularly the Civil Practice Clinic, run
by Professor Bruce Friedman. He modeled a kind of legal
practice that I think took the role of office of the court very
seriously. Another aspect of his mentoring was educating the
public about their rights and educating your clients, rather than
being just their hired advocate.”
Daly spent six years in practice with Upton Sanders and
Smith before joining the Human Rights Commission, where she
found no shortage of issues and controversies to engage her
interest in “fair play and justice.”
“I think employment law in general is a very interesting
area of the law. It certainly is an area that affects many people.
Most of us are employees at one time or another and the discrimination law in New Hampshire is certainly a very broad law.”
The case she found most interesting during her time on
the commission involved the discrimination charge against the
Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge for its refusal to permit a
Wicca wedding ceremony at its outdoor chapel. Because the
cathedral charged a fee and was open to all other religious
sects, it was a public accommodation rather than a religious
institution,” Daly explains.
“The closest comparison I can make is that it’s like a
wedding chapel in Las Vegas,” Daly says. The case was
resolved in mediation with then-executive director Raymond
Perry and the Wiccas were permitted to have their wedding at
the cathedral.
Daly plans to do some mediation for the commission in
retirement. At the retirement party the commissioners held for
her in the atrium of the Franklin Pierce Law Center, Governor
John Lynch presented the outgoing director with a commendation “for her commitment to preventing discrimination, and for
her service to the citizens of New Hampshire.”
Daly resides in Dunbarton with her husband, John. Her interests
include gardening and volunteer work for green candidates and
causes.
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’82

Raymond A. Cebula III JD ’82
Faculty, Employment and Disability Institute
Industrial and Labor Relations School
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York

Raymond Cebula III JD ’82 has spent his life helping individuals
with disabilities. Over two decades, Cebula has worked with
legal services as well as protection and advocacy programs to
provide direct representation for men and women with disabilities who have had legal issues with the Social Security
Administration (SSA).
According to Cebula, “These issues could involve initial
applications for Social Security disability or Supplemental
Security Income benefits, overpayment of benefit issues
and issues associated with a benefit recipient’s return to
work efforts.”
As a specialist in post-entitlement and return to work
law, Cebula is now on the faculty at Cornell University’s
Employment and Disability Institute based at the University’s
Industrial and Labor Relations School.
“I have written extensively on post-entitlement and
return to work, and it was this expertise that brought me to
Cornell in 2000,” says Cebula. “Since then, I have been providing technical assistance, training and advice to attorneys and legal
advocates in the 16 states and associated territories who are
primary service providers to individuals with disabilities who are
attempting to return to the workforce.”
“It is my firm belief that all individuals with disabilities can
work in some capacity and that our public benefits systems
must respond with encouragement and programming appropriate to meet the goals of all workers,” says Cebula.
“The Social Security Administration is one such agency
that provides very valuable work incentives that can both
encourage recipients to work while reducing the need for public entitlements. Only through knowledgeable counsel and
advice will workers with a disability risk their public safety net
providing both cash and health care, in order to attempt to
return to work,” Cebula says.
“It is perfectly clear that most individuals with disabilities
receiving public benefits will be financially better off working,”
Cebula explains. “How to make that happen without placing
that individual’s income and health care at risk is the key!”
Cebula’s career in employment and disability law began at
the Legal Services Corporation of Iowa in 1982 as a Reginald
Heber Smith Community Lawyer Fellow. He maintained a
varied caseload and consulted on public benefits, public utility
and employment matters, with a majority of his work in Social
Security law.
“Prior to enrolling at Franklin Pierce, I wasn’t sure where
my career would lead,” says Cebula. “Volunteering at a legal
services agency the first summer of law school and participat-
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ing in Professors Bruce Friedman and Ellen Musinsky’s clinical
programs lead me exactly where I belonged. I regularly thank
them for it. My ‘Reggie’ was simply the icing on the cake and
proved to be a great way to begin my public interest career.”
After returning to his home state of Massachusetts in
1985, he worked with the Southeastern Massachusetts Legal
Services Corporation in Fall River, MA. In 1987, he joined the
staff of the Disability Law Center in Boston. As a senior staff
attorney, he provided technical assistance and training to
Massachusetts advocates and attorneys and engaged in impact
litigation against the Social Security Administration. Cebula’s
legal expertise has resulted in several major court decisions
and class actions.
“One example is the Parisi case (Parisi v. Shalala, 69 F.3d
614, 1st cir. 1995) that forced the SSA to stop counting
income that really didn’t exist when determining a dependent’s
social security payment. While the First Circuit’s decision only
impacted recipients living in the circuit, the SSA changed their
national policy and applied the decision to all Social Security
recipients,” explains Cebula.
“My decision to go to Franklin Pierce, was due in part to
its size and location, but also the large number of students
who were interested in making a difference. I made a great
choice,” says Cebula.
“While at Franklin Pierce, I was privileged to work with
exceptional attorneys in both the private and public sectors and
was engaged in individual and class action litigation, some of
which changed the face of SSA’s programming for the better.”

’83

B Y JAC K K E N N Y

Steven Scudder JD ’83
Counsel
Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service
American Bar Association, Chicago, IL

“You must have the wrong number,” Steven Scudder JD ’83
joked when told we were doing a series of profiles on alumni
who are making a difference. Avoiding the limelight may be a
useful art for Scudder, whose work as counsel to the American
Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public
Service keeps him out of the courtroom and in the administrative end of the law.
“There are lawyers who are outstanding practitioners,
who provide amazing work for individual clients,” Scudder
observes. “I discovered early in my career that my skills and
abilities are more around the big picture strategies in helping to
develop projects and initiatives to be developed across the
country. In my current job, I’m fortunate to have the opportunity to do that at a national level about an issue that really
matters to the profession.”
His work brings him in contact with lawyers in practices
of all sizes, with judges, bar leaders, law school deans, government attorneys and others all across the country in the
continuing effort to expand access to justice for people and
organizations unable to pay for legal services. Scudder came to
appreciate that kind of commitment while coming of age in
Omaha, NE.
“My father was a lawyer and frankly, my first thoughts
about the profession were that I wanted to be anything but a
lawyer,” says Scudder. He entered Hampshire College in
Amherst, MA, with the idea of becoming a teacher.
“During my student teaching stint, and the research and
writing I was doing about education, I came to have a greater
appreciation of the role of law to ensure the rights of students
in school.” For a year after college, he worked for his father,
a solo practitioner who had begun his career as a lawyer for
Omaha Legal Aid.
“My father helped me understand the law and the work
he was doing and the ways lawyers could make a difference for
their communities,” Scudder says. The following year Scudder
came back east and enrolled at Pierce Law.
“I was attracted by the freshness of the school, its fresh
approach to legal education—small class sizes, access to
professors, opportunities to really engage in work outside the
textbook.” Hampshire College had been ‘an alternative experience,’” he says. “That led me to look for something a little bit
out of the mainstream for my law school experience.”
Before going to work for the ABA, Scudder was the
director of the New Hampshire Bar Association’s pro bono
and other public service programs. Of the bar’s many public
service projects during his tenure, he is most proud of the

creation of DOVE, the Domestic Violence Emergency project
that has forged a partnership between lawyers and advocacy
groups to provide support and protection for victims of
domestic violence.
“It’s not the legal profession imposing a model, but a
collective of professionals who care and coming together with
ways to address a very important need,” he says.
On the national level, Scudder takes satisfaction in having
worked with ABA President Michael Greco to develop a series
of policy statements adopted by the House of Delegates on
how lawyers can best promote pro bono work within their
communities.
For Scudder it goes back to what he learned long ago in
his father’s law office. “I recognized that lawyers had a responsibility to make themselves available to those who might not
have access to justice.”
Scudder married his wife, Donna Palley, after his first full week of
classes at Pierce Law. They have three children, Rachel, 24, Jacob,
20 and Emma 16. Despite his travels from Concord to Chicago on
a monthly basis, Scudder says traveling is also a hobby. He and his
family will cruise Alaska this summer.
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’84

Michael K. Skibbie JD ’84
Policy Specialist and Staff Attorney
Disabilities Rights Center
Concord, NH

Michael Skibbie JD ’84 spent the summer of 2004 in Kabul,
Afghanistan, helping to establish a public defender system.
For Skibbie, it was going back to the roots of his legal career.
After graduation, Skibbie worked at the New Hampshire
Public Defender’s Office, where he handled criminal cases in
various roles, serving as head of the statewide program from
1992 to 2001.
“Our work focused on the establishment of a public
defender system in Kabul and throughout the country,” says
Skibbie. “It is a process of trying to integrate the fundamentals
of a working justice system with the traditions of their society,
and that’s complicated.”
“I spent two months in criminal court in Kabul,” says
Skibbie. “I worked with Afghan lawyers as part of a project
of the International Legal Foundation, which sees criminal
defense lawyers as the engine of a good judicial system. They
are the check on prosecutors and judges, a way to make sure
that justice is just.”
While in Afghanistan, Skibbie was appointed by the
Foundation to represent one of three Americans accused of
running an anti-terrorist operation. The Americans, Jonathan
K. Idema, Brett Bennett and Edward Caraballo were arrested
when Afghan security forces raided their makeshift jail in a
house in Kabul. American and Afghan authorities said the three
men were posing as United States special forces and had no
official backing.
Skibbie represented Caraballo in a case that brought him
to the attention of the national and international press.
As reported in the Washington Post in August 2004,
“Caraballo testified quietly that he had acted only as a journalist
and had accompanied Idema here to film his operations. He
said he was ‘very sorry for any pain I caused the people of
Afghanistan by my involvement in a mission I believed to be
sanctioned by the American and Afghan governments.’
Caraballo’s American lawyer, Michael Skibbie, described his
protracted and unsuccessful efforts to obtain the documents
and other evidence taken by the FBI. He said the evidence
might have been tampered with or lost in the agency’s custody,
and he called the FBI’s actions ‘insulting to this court.’”
“The trial and the media attention added an element of
stress that I wasn’t expecting from the experience,” says
Skibbie, “but I like to tell people that the one bright spot is that
I was mentioned in an article about the case in Rolling Stone
magazine.”
Today, Skibbie is back in New Hampshire at his desk at
the Disabilities Rights Center (DRC) in Concord, where he
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serves as policy specialist and staff attorney, responsible for
working with staff and constituents and other organizations on
legislative issues of importance to individuals with disabilities.
“The DRC work is pretty wide-ranging,” explains Skibbie.
“I spend a lot of time in the legislature dealing with legislation
on a variety of issues—special education, juvenile justice, adult
corrections, mental health commitment, guardianship of incapacitated adults, funding for state programs involving many different disabilities.”
Looking back, Skibbie says, “Heading up the Public
Defender Office for the state of New Hampshire has probably
been the highlight of my career so far.” Skibbie was named
director of the program just eight years after graduation.
Under his direction, the program grew to nine offices with 75
lawyers by the time of his departure in 2001.
“I initially went to Frank’s expecting to study and work in
environmental law and policy—my undergraduate work was in
geology,” Skibbie says. “I didn’t find environmental law to be
my cup of tea, then stumbled into a summer clerkship with the
Public Defender Office in Concord and basically found a great
combination of important and fascinating issues, interesting
and committed people, and of course all the excitement, fun
and fear that comes with criminal litigation.”
Skibbie resides in Contoocook with his wife, June Adinah. They
have two daughters, Anya, 21, and Zoe, 17. He hopes to work
abroad again someday.

’85

Jennifer A. Tegfeldt JD ’85
Director, Business Initiatives and Strategy
Genzyme Corporation
Cambridge, MA

As director of business initiatives and strategy in the
Corporate Development Group of Genzyme Corporation in
Cambridge, MA, Jennifer Tegfeldt JD ’85 is one of the company’s
key builders of its pipeline portfolios. Genzyme is a leader
among the world’s biotechnology companies, with established
products and services helping patients in nearly 90 countries.
“My practice is a seamless blend of intellectual property
and business development,” says Tegfeldt. “Genzyme’s products and services are focused on rare inherited diseases, kidney
disease, orthopaedics, transplant, cancer and diagnostic testing.
Our commitment to innovation continues with substantial
research and development programs in these fields, and in
immune disease, infectious diseases, and other areas of unmet
medical need.”
Tegfeldt joined Genzyme in 1994 to provide intellectual
property support for a new division of Genzyme, the Tissue
Repair Division. “I quickly became the functional general counsel to this small growing business. In addition to building the
patent portfolio through patent filings, I was drawn into all of
the transactional activity of the business.”
As a result of her expertise in transactional work, she
was asked to join the Business Development Group of the
Therapeutics division, Genzyme’s largest business unit. During
the last few years Tegfeldt’s role has expanded and she joined
the Corporate Development Group as its only intellectual
property lawyer.
“In the Corporate Development Group, I am frequently
called upon to help in the early stages of an opportunity evaluation, to guide diligence activities and to collaborate on deal
structure and negotiation,” Tegfeldt explains.
With a BS degree in biology from the University of
California, Davis, Tegfeldt’s science background is crucial to
her work at Genzyme. She handles technology evaluations and
early science stage collaborations, as well as licensing, alliance
management and acquisitions. Tegfeldt seeks out new technologies useful in the life cycle management of currently
marketed products and those under development, and looks
for new product opportunities.
“While others may be called into a diligence process once
the business discussions have begun, I am often the driver of
those business discussions, and can apply my legal, science and
business knowledge to efficiently put opportunities in place.”
Tegfeldt was first introduced to intellectual property law,
while working as an analytical chemist, when she was asked to
assist with a litigation her company was involved in. “That was
the spark that led me to a passion for the law and its integral

role in the encouragement of innovation,” says Tegfeldt.
“When I decided to go to law school, in addition to looking
for comprehensive training, I wanted an environment where I
could get more personalized hands-on experience, and Pierce
Law fit the bill beautifully.”
After graduating from Pierce Law, Tegfeldt served for
two years as law clerk to the Honorable Pauline Newman of
the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in Washington,
DC. “Serving as clerk to Judge Pauline Newman has unquestionably been the best job I’ve ever had. It is an experience
that cannot be matched, and is a superb preparation for the
challenges of a lifetime legal career.”
Following her clerkship, Tegfeldt joined Fitzpatrick, Cella,
Harper and Scinto’s Washington DC office where her work
focused on patent prosecution, opinions, patent litigation,
licensing, copyright and trademark matters. “I had an opportunity to advise smaller clients and to act as interface between
the science teams and the business teams of those clients.
This intrigued me greatly.”
As to her plans for the future, Tegfeldt says, “Genzyme
has an unusual corporate culture and environment that continues to encourage me to reinvent my roles and responsibilities,
to leverage what I’ve learned to help build a dynamic business. I
am often outside of my comfort zone, but then, inquisitiveness
and drive are the hallmarks of intellectual property practitioners.”
She is among the inaugural class that recently received
the prestigious Certified Licensing Professional (CLP) designation from the Licensing Executives Society.
Tegfeldt resides in Charlestown, MA and is an avid sailor of her
J-28 sloop. She is also a member of the Race Committee for
the Eastern Yacht Club of Marblehead, MA, and has been part
of that Committee’s core team for numerous national and
international regattas.
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’86

Mary Lou Wakimura JD ’86
Principal
Hamilton, Brook, Smith & Reynolds
Concord, MA

Born in Denver, CO, and raised in the southern suburb of
Englewood, Mary Lou Wakimura JD ’86 is the second
youngest of seven children.
“Both of my parents are second generation Japanese
Americans who witnessed first hand the WWII era in America.
My father was a United States Army veteran of WWII,” says
Wakimura. “Each of my siblings also graduated from a fouryear college. None are lawyers but two of my sisters married
general practice attorneys.”
“It was during my undergraduate work in applied
mathematics and computer engineering at the University of
Colorado in Boulder, that I first became interested in law,”
Wakimura explains.
“I had a part time job at IBM in Longmont, CO, debugging programs for new products. It was there that I first met a
patent attorney,” says Wakimura. “I had never heard of such
a position/career before.”
“At the time, the IBM philosophy seemed to encourage
adding on to an engineering degree; that was ‘the ideal.’ It
was then suggested that I add a law degree to my applied
math/computer engineering degree, with the goal of becoming
a computer/software patent attorney. There weren’t many
patent attorneys trained in computer science at the time, so
that the first such patent attorney would do well according to
IBM projections,” Wakimura says. “This one tip set in motion
my move to New Hampshire to attend law school at Franklin
Pierce Law Center.”
Now a partner at Hamilton, Brook, Smith & Reynolds
in Concord, MA, Wakimura has assisted clients with patent
preparation, prosecution, and portfolio management for more
than 20 years.
She focuses her practice on computer-related technologies and systems relating to business methods, imaging, medical
systems, bioinformatics, and electro-mechanical matters, with
or without a software component.
“In the 80s and 90s (somewhat the beginning of the
computer era/digital age), I drafted and prosecuted computerbased technology patent applications for corporate clients
such as Wang Laboratories, Inc. and Digital Equipment Corp,
and for university clients such as MIT and University of
Massachusetts Medical Center,” Wakimura explains.
Wakimura has also served as outside patent counsel for
several locally-grown companies, both early-on in their life
cycles and through their key growth years: Aspen Technology
Inc., Be Free, Inc., DSP Software Engineering and Zoom
Information, among them.
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“In the medical and life sciences technology area, I have
drafted and prosecuted patent applications on radiology
systems, brachytherapy (cancer radiation therapy) systems and
controls, an artificial pancreas and various diagnostic devices
and apparatus, to name a few,” explains Wakimura.
“Much of my work has resulted in granted patents issued
in the United States and in multiple foreign countries. In several
instances, the patents portfolio added value to the respective
company at an appealing rate and resulted in acquisition by an
industry leader,” Wakimura says.
“In a way, I look at patents drafting and prosecution as
a teaching exercise — teaching the patent examiner about the
client's invention and new technology and ultimately teaching
the public, through the published patents and patent applications that I have drafted,” says Wakimura.
“If I were not a patent attorney,” admits Wakimura, “I
would look into being a math/science teacher at the middle
school/high school level. Then I might have the opportunity
to coach a team sport after school.”
Wakimura is married to Mark F. Knowles, a New Hampshire
native, who she met at the 1984 Pierce Law commencement ceremonies, when she served him a glass of punch. His best friend,
Royce Vehslage JD ’84 who graduated that day, later performed
their wedding ceremony. They reside in Atkinson with their two
children, Angus and Midori, and a chocolate Labrador retriever,
named Toko.

’87

The Reverend Lisa Schoonmaker JD ’87
Priest-in-Charge
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Lewistown, PA

“At age thirty-two I was poised at the proverbial fork in the
road. One road would take me to Hartford, CT, home of
CIGNA Financial Services where I had been offered an executive
position. The other road was not as glamorous but nonetheless
had its allure. I could move to Concord, NH, with no place to
live, all my belongings in a U-Haul and the proceeds from the
sale of my house to live on and attend Franklin Pierce Law
Center. That’s the road I took and the rest is history,” says
The Reverend Lisa Schoonmaker JD ’87.
“For me going to law school was a second chance at
academia,” says Schoonmaker. “I loved everything about it. In
addition to my studies, I worked in the school’s legal clinic
where we provided pro bono legal services to the poor.”
While at Pierce Law, Schoonmaker spent a year as a
researcher for the New Hampshire State Senate and two years
as a law clerk for private law firms. In 1987, at age thirty-five,
Schoonmaker earned her JD.
After graduation, Schoonmaker accepted a position with a
law firm in downtown Albany, NY. Two years later, she decided
to venture out on her own.
“I tried to choose my cases carefully, as well as offer my
services to the family court as a law guardian and as court
appointed counsel for victims of domestic abuse. As my practice

grew, and it did very quickly, I took on clerks and associates in
order to handle the work. I limited my practice primarily to
family and matrimonial work and the practice continued to
grow,” explains Schoonmaker. Eventually another attorney
joined her as a partner to form Schoonmaker & Friedberg, LLC.
In 2001, Schoonmaker decided to attend Yale Divinity
School; a decision which dates back to 1998, when she lost a
race to become a family court judge.
“The grueling campaign ended in a loss and I found my
return to the every day practice of law increasingly very difficult,” explains Schoonmaker. “Something inside of me was
surely changing and although I loved working with my clients,
I was disturbed by several things. First, I was primarily a
matrimonial lawyer and of course I saw failed marriage after
failed marriage, broken families, broken hearts, children tossed
back and forth like yo-yos. But more and more, I saw clients
whose marriages may not, under other circumstances, have
been ready to receive last rites. But it was all this and more
that caused me to think more and more deeply about what I
was doing.” Today, Schoonmaker serves as priest of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Lewistown, PA.
“Since my ordination in 2005, I have endeavored each
and every day to grow into my priesthood. Through my ministry thus far, I have learned many things about being a priest.
As priests, we meet and get to know people from the poor to
the rich, from the marginalized to the powerful, people of
every language, race and nation. We are the profession that
still makes house calls. At least I do,” says Schoonmaker. “One
of the greatest rewards one can receive as a priest is when
someone says ‘you were there for me when I needed you. You
helped me when I had nowhere to turn. You will never know
how important you were in my life.’”
“For me every encounter with another holds infinite
potential for mutual spiritual growth,” says Schoonmaker.
“As a priest I have an affirmative duty to preach the Gospel by
word and example. Although I may possess skills and knowledge by virtue of my theological education, ordination, spiritual
practices and experience that allow me the privilege of being a
leader, guide, mentor, teacher, comforter and the like, I am
ever mindful that we are all equal in the sight of God. The real
work that which forms and transforms us is God’s alone.”
Schoonmaker resides in Lewistown, PA. with her one-year-old
puppy, a Brussels Griffon, named Marcus.
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’88

Gloria G. Isla MIP ’88

Director General
Clarke, Modet & Co. Group
Mexico City, Mexico

Gloria G. Isla MIP ’88 has worked in intellectual property and
licensing for most of her professional life. For the past eight
years, she has served as director general of Clarke, Modet &
Co. Group – Mexico, a multinational firm. Prior to joining
Clark, Modet, Isla worked for the general practice firm of
Basham, Ringe y Correa.
“I was the first Mexican to attend Franklin Pierce
Law Center,” says Isla. “I had applied for the Diploma in
Intellectual Property program in 1986 and was unable to
attend. So I decided to apply for the Master in Intellectual
Property in 1987, the first year of the program,” says Isla.
"When I received the news about being awarded a
scholarship to attend Franklin Pierce Law Center, I couldn’t
believe it at first. I honestly believe, looking back now, that my
life can be divided between before Pierce Law, and after Pierce
Law,” says Isla. “It confirmed for me that being a lawyer was
what I really enjoyed and wanted to be for the rest of my life.”
“Usually I joke when asked about life in New Hampshire,
and the ‘cosmopolitan way of life’ you can enjoy in Concord.
Not much has changed since I was there,” says Isla.
“But Pierce Law is the place where, besides obtaining
part of my education, I made friends for life. I am so very connected with the school and New England as a whole that I
have tried to visit at least once a year since graduation.”
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Isla’s decision to attend Pierce Law was a good one; her
legal career has flourished. She was recently elected to the
position of international vice president of the Mexican Group
of the Association Internationale pour la Protection de la
Propriété Intellectuelle (AIPPI). She is also active on several
boards, including the Interamerican Association of Intellectual
Property (ASIPI) and the Licensing Executives Society
International (LESI). A former LESI national president, she now
serves as an international delegate.
Isla earned her law degree in 1985 from the Universidad
Iberoamericana in Mexico City. After attending the MIP program,
she served an externship and practiced briefly as a visiting
attorney in Toronto, Canada. She also participated in the
Visiting Scholar Program at the United States Patent and
Trademark Office, where she earned a certificate in training.
“My current position has been a learning experience as
I have had to deal not only with the day-to-day intellectual
property practice, but manage the entire operation as well as
head a group of 50 professionals under my supervision,” says
Isla. “I also recently opened offices in other parts of the country,
in Nuevo Leon and Jalisco.”
In addition to her work for Clarke, Modet, Isla is member
of many professional organizations and is invited to offer presentations at forums in Mexico and around the globe. “Pierce
Law always encouraged my participation in LESI, and I have
always remained active,” says Isla. “The international exposure
has helped me tremendously.”
Isla has published extensively, writing articles on technology transfer, licensing and intellectual property matters, and
related and applicable tax aspects. Her articles have appeared
in various national and international specialty journals.
As a member of Pierce Law’s Latin American alumni,
Isla was invited to join Pierce Law’s Board of Trustees in 2006.
“Now as a trustee, I have the opportunity to seriously give
back to the school for what the school gave to my life. I am
committed to having a strong international alumni network.”
“One of the things I am most proud of when talking with
other intellectual property professionals around the world is
my Pierce Law experience and my work as a trustee. I can say
without any doubt that whenever I mention FPLC and my
connection to it, people react in a very positive way.”
Isla and her husband, Javier Silbermann, live in Mexico City. They
have two dogs, and take weekend trips to the countryside when
she is not working. Isla also enjoys painting and cooking.
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BY JEANNIE GREELEY

Alyce T. Moore JD ’89
President and General Counsel
Kronos, Inc.
Chelmsford. MA

For the second consecutive year, New England In-House and
Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly recognized “In-House Leaders in
the Law.” Alyce T. Moore JD ’89 was one of 15 honorees to
receive this distinction in March of 2008.
If there is a road less traveled in the world of corporate
law, it is paved with the determined footsteps of Alyce T.
Moore. From her hardscrabble days in a stockroom to her
nighttime pursuit of a college degree to her earning a law
degree as a mother of two adopted children, Moore has
climbed every rung to the top of the corporate ladder.
“I always had it in the back of my mind that I would love
to go to law school,” Moore says of her decision, at age 33,
to pursue her degree. “So I just decided to do it before I got
too old.”
Now, more than 20 years later, Moore is part of a senior
management team at Kronos, a worldwide supplier of labor
management software products that has grown from about
400 to nearly 3,400 employees during her tenure. She has
watched the company go from private to public to private
again (last year) and has been presented with a workload that
she seems happy to have handled at an office that some refer
to as ‘Corporate Pleasantville.’

“It was months and months of really hard work,” she
says of the company’s move to go private. “Although, it
was honestly the most fun I've ever had in my career here.
I enjoyed every minute of it.”
Under Moore’s leadership, Kronos has completed 58
acquisitions and established 12 foreign subsidiaries; the transactions have introduced her to unique international business
challenges.
“The language issues alone can kill you,” she says, laughing. “In the last couple of years, our international expansion
has brought us to Europe and Asia. The challenge is figuring
out how they do things there. And there's usually a lot of
government involvement. "
Moore credits the company’s growth to a saleable
product, a stable management team, and competent staff and
outside counsel.
“As general counsel, you’re only as good as the people
that work for you,” says Moore. “My policy has always been,
I wouldn't even think about hiring someone unless I think
they’re at least twice as smart as me.”
Moore’s sound judgment is also apparent in her life outside the office where she serves on the Foster Care Review
Unit of the Department of Social Services. Having adopted
two children out of foster care, she recognizes the importance
of finding good homes for needy children.
“It’s something that's near and dear to my heart because
there are a lot of children in foster care,” says Moore. “It’s so
important to watch out for these kids. ”
Reprinted with permission from Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly,
March 31, 2008. Photo: Noah Schaffer
Moore resides with her husband, John, and dog, Pete, in Groton,
MA. They have a son, Jonathon, 32. Moore volunteers at the
Welcome Center at Nubble Lighthouse in York, ME, where they
also have a home. Moore loves the 1930s and owns about 40
autographed pictures of actresses of the 1930s and 1940s. She
says, “I love those two decades. I always felt I was born at the
wrong time.” She enjoys reading mindless spy novels and murder
mysteries, but plans reading classic literature any day now.
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Steven Grossman JD ’90

Founding Partner
Grossman, Tucker, Perreault and Pfleger
Manchester, NH

Some people travel great distances to attend law school
reunions. Steven Grossman JD ’90, a founding partner of the
Manchester law firm, Grossman, Tucker, Perreault and Pfleger,
just has to go to work each day. All eleven of the firm’s
lawyers are Pierce Law “alums.”
“I guess it’s because alumni from Franklin Pierce who are
dispersed throughout the Northeast want to come back and
work in New Hampshire,” says Grossman. Teresa Tucker JD
’93 and Donald Perreault JD ’94 were together at another law
firm before they decided to start a practice of their own in
2002. Edmund Pfleger JD ’97 returned from a practice in
Arizona to join them.
As the firm has expanded, it has remained an all-Pierce
Law cast. Kevin Carroll JD ’95, an adjunct professor at Pierce
Law, came on board in 2004 and last year became a partner in
the firm. Other alumni at the firm include: Donna L. Lizotte JD
’96, Stephen P. Finch JD/MIP ’99, Neil F. Maloney JD ’99, Paul
J. Kroon JD/MIP ’02, Beth A. Filip JD ’04 and Jennifer L. Fessler
JD ’07.
“This is something we’re pretty proud of,” says
Grossman. “We think it’s a tribute to the school and to the
graduates who practice intellectual property law here in
New England.”
Grossman came to his law career by an unusual route.
A plastics engineer with a PhD from the University of
Massachusetts, he was a research and development scientist
with the Upjohn Company in North Haven, CT, before joining
the faculty of the University of Massachusetts-Lowell. His intellectual and professional journeys would eventually lead him to
Pierce Law—by way of South Korea.
“A telephone call came in to the university saying, ‘We
need an expert on plastic materials willing to travel to Korea
on a patent infringement case.’” Grossman accepted the challenge, went to South Korea to investigate an alleged infringement by the maker of a plastic cable tie. Back home, he wrote
a report of his investigation and testified in the trial. “I worked
with outstanding patent lawyers and I decided at that time that
this was the career I wanted,” Grossman says.
He enrolled at Pierce Law just in time for fall classes in
1987 and graduated three years later. “It was the overlap of
law and technology that was probably the key to the deal,”

20

says Grossman. “A patent lawyer may have to explain technical
issues to a non-technical audience and it felt like a good fit and
an extension of what I was doing at the university.”
Grossman continues to teach two courses each semester
at UMass-Lowell in addition to his full time practice. His class
on intellectual property law is designed to give science and
engineering students a background on some of the legal issues
they may bump up against in their future careers.
“Any student who’s going to be an engineer or scientist is
bound to run into intellectual or property law issues over the
years,” he explains.
When not at his practice or in the classroom, the Amherst, NH,
resident finds time for kayaking, officiating soccer and baseball
games and flying helicopters. He has published numerous technical
articles on plastics engineering and is co-author with Beth Ann Filip
JD ’04 of “Ten Things Plastics Engineers Should Know About
Intellectual Property.”

Front row (l.-rt.): Edmund Pfleger JD ’97, Beth Filip JD ’04, Kevin Carroll JD ’95 and
Donald Perreault JD ’94; Back row (l.–rt.): Steve Grossman JD ’90, Teresa Tucker JD
’93, Neil Maloney JD ’99, Stephen Finch JD/MIP ’99, Paul Kroon JD/MIP ’02 and
Jennifer Fessler JD ’07. Not pictured, Donna L. Lizotte JD ’96.
.
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Steven McCann JD ’91

Senior Vice President, IP and Licensing
NXP Semiconductors
Eindhoven, The Netherlands

With childhood memories of spending time in electric power
plants and courthouse hallways, Steven McCann JD ’91 comes
from a background built for a great career in intellectual property. Although McCann cannot remember the exact moment
intellectual property became the focus of his legal career, his
strong interest in it came to him naturally.
“From a young age, it was in my head to pursue engineering and law. I never wavered from this ultimate objective.
Perhaps it stemmed from my father working for a technology
company and my mother being in the legal profession—it just
seemed like a perfect marriage (in both senses),” says McCann.
Following this objective, McCann has been an engineer in
the commercial nuclear industry, a law clerk at the United
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (CAFC), an
attorney at a major intellectual property law firm, and chief
patent counsel at MCI, Inc. At Eindhoven, The Netherlands,
McCann is now senior vice president, intellectual property and
licensing, at NXP Semiconductors, one of the top semiconductor companies in the world.
McCann’s multidisciplinary education at Rutgers
University was one of the factors that guided him towards
intellectual property and eventually to Pierce Law. His pursuit
of a BS in mechanical engineering and a BA in economics “truly
began the process of synthesizing disparate fields into what has
become my career.”
He did not initially plan on pursuing concurrent degrees.
Before college, he worked as an electronic technician and then
began his studies in engineering. His interests in business and
economics led him to take many elective courses in those
respective subjects and he found himself only a few credits
away from earning an economics degree. The biggest challenge
was figuring out where this would all lead.
“Family and friends did not understand; they just
thought I was a perpetual student,” McCann says. “The world
in the late 70s and early 80s was not like the world today—
combining disciplines and molding one’s education was not as
common. There was no Federal Circuit, no broad understanding of the importance of intellectual property. Looking back,
the choices were clear, but everything is easy in retrospect. I
am thankful I followed my gut and never doubted it.”
McCann continued working in the commercial nuclear
industry and became one of the few national experts on postaccident systems. Despite his success, in 1988 he enrolled at
Pierce Law with the objective of combining engineering and law.
After graduation in 1991, McCann worked at a law firm
in New Jersey before becoming a law clerk to Judge Pauline

Newman of the CAFC. His two and a half years as a law clerk
at the CAFC was the most rewarding experience of his legal
career. It gave him the opportunity to participate in the Giles S.
Rich American Inn of Court and to meet the best legal minds
in the field of intellectual property. McCann also took night
classes at Georgetown Law School and received an LLM in
international and comparative law in 1995. His decision to
pursue an LLM was especially timely because negotiations for
NAFTA, WTO and TRIPS were just culminating. McCann saw
international law as the “fourth leg of the stool,” the final piece
of his “academic roadmap” that allowed him to weave business
and technology not only in a legal framework but also in a
global context.
In 1999, McCann decided to go in-house because he
wanted to “work in an environment where you get inside the
business.” At MCI, McCann’s key responsibilities included:
defining and implementing a global intellectual property strategy,
due diligence and negotiations for corporate mergers and
acquisitions and divestiture transactions. Working as in-house
counsel gave him “a much larger strategic business context
and backdrop” to his work and allowed him to make a “real
business impact.”
Now at NXP Semiconductors, a company with nearly
25,000 patents/pending rights, McCann continues to build
on his distinguished career in intellectual property. His global
operations, responsible for all aspects of corporate activity
involving intellectual property, currently has 65 people, with
offices in Eindhoven, Vienna, Redhill, Paris, Hamburg, San Jose,
and soon in Shanghai. In many ways, McCann never wavered
and has succeeded in his objective of pursuing a career in
engineering and law. Indeed, he has done so much more
by focusing on the business and international aspects of
intellectual property.
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Andrew Sperling JD ’92

Director of Federal Legislative Advocacy
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
Arlington, VA

As the director of federal legislative advocacy for the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), Andrew Sperling JD ’92
leads the organization’s legislative advocacy initiatives both in
Congress and before federal agencies. He focuses his efforts
on the mental health community and on improving the lives of
people with severe mental illnesses.
“Just in terms of severe mental illness, schizophrenia
affects about 2.4 million Americans, or 1.1 percent of the adult
population, while bipolar disorder affects 5.7 million people, or
about 2.6 percent of the adult population,” says Sperling.
“There is an enormous public health burden associated with
these illnesses. Representing the interests of these most
vulnerable citizens before Congress and federal agencies has
enormous responsibilities and challenges.”
Sperling is working to make changes happen as a director
of NAMI, the nation’s largest grassroots organization for people
with mental illness and their families. Founded in 1979, NAMI
has affiliates in every state and in more than 1,100 local communities across the country.
“Improvements can be accomplished through access to
treatment, employment, and decent, safe and affordable housing,”
says Sperling. “NAMI estimates that untreated mental illness
costs our nation as much as $79 million in treatment costs and
lost productivity.”
In 1989, Sperling says he and his wife, Eveline (then
fiancée), were both attracted to helping others and to the
public interest focus at Pierce Law.
“We decided to go to law school together and we had
to find one that would admit us both at the same time. Luckily,
we found FPLC. We got married in the summer between our
second and third years,” says Sperling.
“I fondly remember working with the late Professor
Bruce Friedman and Professor Ellen Musinsky in the Civil
Practice Clinic,” comments Sperling. “Probably the most formative work I was able to do was with Professor Mitch Simon,
just as he was initiating the Institute for Health Law and Ethics.
It is gratifying to see the Institute grow into a nationally recognized voice on medical ethics.”
Immediately following graduation, Sperling served as a
legal assistant at Ivins, Phillips & Barker in Washington, DC,
where he monitored hearings and actions of a congressional
tax writing committee. He later accepted a position as a government affairs associate at the National Association of Regional
Councils, also in Washington, DC, serving as a legislative staff
member for a nonprofit membership organization.
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“I spent several years working for former Congressman
Swett in his district office while I was at Franklin Pierce in the
early 1990s. It gave me a unique opportunity to get involved in
New Hampshire politics. It was a pleasant divergence from the
grind of law school.”
“Working for a member of Congress is typically seen as
a career path to lobbying and legislative advocacy. I think my
time at FPLC had a major influence in pushing me toward
health care policy and striving to advocate for those without
an adequate voice in the legislative process.”
Today, Sperling also serves as co-chair of the
Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) Housing Task
Force, a coalition of national disability advocacy and provider
organizations dedicated to promoting policies and funding to
increase access to affordable housing opportunities for nonelderly adults with severe disabilities.
“Accessing decent, safe and affordable housing is perhaps
the most daunting challenge for people living with serious mental
illness. For me and for members of NAMI, housing is a top
policy concern.”
Sperling lives with his wife, Eveline, and daughter, Madeline, 13,
in Chevy Chase, MD.

’93

Jennifer L. Frizzell JD ’93

Director of Policy
New Hampshire State Senate
Concord, NH

“I gained my first exposure to legislative lawyering and lobbying
in Washington, DC, while I was a senior political science major
at the University of New Hampshire,” says Jennifer L. Frizzell
JD ’93.
“In 1989, I was an extern for Melinda Carmen JD ’78 at
Carmen & Muss/The Carmen Group. She and her family
helped to shape my interest in law school and in legislative and
public policy work.”
Following graduation from Pierce Law, Frizzell joined
the New Hampshire Legal Assistance (NHLA) Berlin office,
and for more than a year was the only legal aid attorney in the
North Country.
“The low-income and elderly clients I represented presented a range of legal issues in the areas of housing, domestic
violence, public benefits and access to health care. I would bring
or defend a case on behalf of one individual and discover that
the underlying law at issue actually negatively impacted hundreds
across the state, “says Frizzell. “I realized I wanted to solve
problems globally, rather than one person at a time.” By 1996,
Frizzell had grown her position into legislative/policy director.
“As NHLA policy director, I coordinated legislative and
administrative advocacy before the legislature and state agencies
on a range of poverty law issues,” says Frizzell. “In this role, I
could help change the law to benefit many disadvantaged individuals and families at one time.”
“I attribute much of my inspiration for pursuing public
interest advocacy to mentors from Franklin Pierce, including
the late Professor Bruce E. Friedman and Professors Mitchell
Simon and Ellen Musinsky. All worked as legal aid attorneys at
some point in their careers.”
In 1999, Frizzell joined Planned Parenthood of Northern
New England as its public affairs director, responsible for public
policy advocacy and legal affairs, and political strategy for protecting women’s health services.
“I got to participate first-hand in the important interplay
between the creation of legislative history, the enactment of
law and the subsequent judicial process— when a New
Hampshire law, which I advocated against and which unconstitutionally threatened women’s health and safety, was challenged
in federal court and went all the way to the United States.
Supreme Court before its ultimate repeal.”
In 2006, Frizzell was named director of policy with
the New Hampshire State Senate. She serves as a senior
advisor to the Senate leadership where she assists in the
enactment of policy priorities and develops legislative and
communication strategy.

“I care about good public policy that reflects my values,”
says Frizzell. “It is very important for lawmakers to make decisions about new legislation based on good data, research, and
policy analysis and not on political expediency. As a lawyer
working in a legislative environment, I am lucky to have the
opportunity to shape the legislation we adopt in this state.”
Frizzell recognizes the emerging professional opportunities
for lawyers in the legislative and policy arenas. In 2001, she
designed a course entitled Lobbying and the Legislative Process
as an elective for second- and third-year students, which she
taught as an adjunct professor from 2002–2007.
In addition to her work for the Senate, Frizzell finds time
to volunteer for causes she cares about, especially women and
children. In 2004, she received the New Hampshire Women’s
Lobby “Outstanding Advocacy for Women Award.” She
currently serves as chair of the New Hampshire Women’s
Policy Institute. In January 2008, she was named one of New
Hampshire’s “40 under 40” by the Union Leader, which highlighted young leaders making a difference in New Hampshire.
Frizzell is married to her Pierce Law classmate Donald Crandlemire
JD ’93, now senior vice president with Elliot Hospital and the Elliot
Health System, Manchester, NH. They reside in Concord with their
two sons, Ethan and Evan.
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L. Breckenridge Hayes-Snow JD ’94

Supervising Attorney
Legal Advice & Referral Center
Concord, NH

As supervising attorney for the Legal Advice & Referral Center
(LARC) in Concord, NH, L. Breckinridge “Breckie” HayesSnow JD ’94, monitors compliance with the regulations and
directives of the Legal Services Corporation, maintains a web
site and database, participates in the supervision of LARC’s
“hot line” and referral services and participates in the training
of guardians ad litem. Aside from that and a dozen or so other
things, her workdays are rather uneventful.
“We’re such a small organization that over time people
just take on tasks that need doing,” Hayes-Snow explains. “So I
wear many hats. The nonprofit agency refers income-eligible
people to attorneys with New Hampshire Legal Assistance or
the Pro Bono Program of the New Hampshire Bar Association.
There are a lot more people in need of legal services that they
can’t afford than there are lawyers available to help them.”
“Most low-income people with legal problems aren’t
going to get an attorney,” says Snow. So LARC provides “brief
services” to help pro se litigants through the legal hurdles. “If
somebody receives a document from the opposing party that
they don’t quite understand, they can send it over to us to find
out how they should file a response. We provide a lot of public
information and education assistance to people who have to
represent themselves.”
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Hayes-Snow believes the legal system, both nationally
and in New Hampshire, is moving toward more “transparent
and functional” procedures. One reform she is promoting for
New Hampshire is the adoption of National Public Automated
Documents Online, a system that processes the required
information and produces “an acceptable, legally crafted document” to submit in court. “It’s a big step forward from ‘Here’s
the form, go out in the hall and fill it out,’ where people have
no idea what they’re doing.”
Hayes-Snow decided to pursue a career in law after
earning a BA in education from Boston University. “I had a
really difficult time when I was student teaching. By the time I
was done with that, I wasn’t sure the classroom was where I
belonged. I found myself out of college with no idea what I
wanted to do when I ‘grow up.’ And I thought law school
would be interesting. And it was. It was very interesting.”
She recalls with special fondness classmates Julia Cohen
JD ’94 and David Bailinson JD ’94, from whom she learned
two life-changing skills. “Julia taught me how to study,” says
Hayes-Snow. And Dave taught me how to play darts. That’s
how I met my husband,” she laughs. “If I hadn’t been in a bar,
playing darts with Dave, I wouldn’t be married.”
Hayes-Snow developed an interest in family law under
the influence of Professor Ellen Musinsky, who taught in the
Civil Practice Clinic. “It wasn’t so much the subject matter,”
says Hayes-Snow, recalling her former mentor. “She really
taught me about my relationship to the work I wanted to do.
Family law remains high on the list of my personal and professional interests. Helping someone sort out a family problem
is more satisfying for me than helping someone sort out a
contract dispute.”
So fourteen years after law school, Hayes-Snow is still
studying the legal problems people confront in everyday life
and still aiming at solutions with the precision she honed
hurling darts in a Concord pub.
“If I had to say how I’ve made a difference in my career
so far, I would say it’s been in trying to use my degree and
education to help people help themselves and to be a part
of trying to make the system work better.”
Hayes-Snow says she went into private practice for two years
“before escaping to legal services because I am more interested in
mission-driven services. I have really enjoyed my years at LARC.”
She and her husband, Rick, live in Hopkinton with their children,
Sarah, 9 1/2, and Arthur, almost 7. They love to ski, but they
never pass up the chance to go fishing on the coast or hiking.
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Rajiv Patel JD/MIP ’95
Partner
Fenwick & West LLP
Mountain View, CA

Creating intellectual property strategies and developing portfolios for next generation technology companies have become
everyday tasks for Rajiv Patel JD/MIP ’95, a partner at Fenwick
& West in Mountain View, CA.
Fenwick & West, a national law firm with 300 attorneys
and offices in the in Silicon Valley, San Francisco, Seattle and
Boise, specializes in global technology and biotechnology industries. Its client base is a “who’s who” of leading companies in
these industries, including Cisco, Symantec, Electronic Arts,
Synopsis, Facebook, Google, Sun Microsystems, Alnylam
Pharmaceuticals, Dexcom, and Natus Medical, as well as “a
host of companies aiming to be the next big thing,” according
to Patel.
Patel focuses his practice on helping companies evaluate
their intellectual property strategies in view of market trends
and directions as well as helping them develop defensive
strategies for intellectual property disputes. His clients include
established heavyweights such as Amazon, Palm and Logitech,
and numerous emerging companies such as Imageshack,
ODesk, and Plaxo.
“Technology companies in the Silicon Valley are driven
towards developing the next big product or service. Getting
mired in legal issues clearly is a detriment,” says Patel. “They
believe in the marketplace and moving forward. We have to
help them do that without slowing them down. It requires us
to have a thorough understanding of their business, technology
and industry, in addition to their legal issues.”
A native of New Jersey, Patel studied electrical engineering
at Rutgers University, a background he has found vital in his
legal practice. “Having an engineering degree provides immediate
credibility with founders of new technology companies who
want their lawyers to have an appreciation for what they do.”
Prior to attending Pierce Law, Patel was an engineer at
IBM, and found his experience there to help him in law school
and law firm practice. “IBM believed in investing in their people
and helping them develop skills beyond their core job description. For me, it meant opportunities in developing communication skills and project management skills, both of which were
vital in helping me through law school and now in my legal
practice,” says Patel.
“IBM had begun a patent licensing program, which piqued
my interest in patent law. In looking at graduate school opportunities in this area, I uncovered Pierce Law,” adds Patel. “It
seemed to provide the right setting for me to embark on a
new career.”
While in school, Patel interviewed with Fenwick & West,

which was looking to grow its intellectual property practice.
“They were determined to be the premier general practice
firm in Silicon Valley. An important part of their strategy was
to develop an intellectual property practice organically. The
practice was maintained separately from the corporate and
litigation practices, which allowed it to grow and flourish
independently. The success of the practice has helped fuel the
growth of the firm,” explains Patel, who joined Fenwick &
West in 1994 as a summer associate. In 1995, he became a
full-time associate.
Today, the firm is well recognized in both the Silicon
Valley and nationally. It was recently named a “Go-To Law
Firm for Leading Technology Companies” by American Lawyer
Media and ranked by International Tax Review as one of only
five United States law firms named in both tax transactional
and tax planning categories. Managing Intellectual Property
selected Fenwick & West as one of the top 15 trademark law
firms in the United States. The firm’s intellectual property
lawyers are also recognized by such major publications as
Chambers and Super Lawyers.
“I have had opportunities to work on intricate legal
issues with clients from outside the United States, including
Europe, Canada, China, India, and Japan,” adds Patel, whose
practice now spans the globe. “Moreover, I have had opportunities to work with leading firms in these countries and regions
on global intellectual property and patent strategies.”
Patel and his wife, Vibhuti, reside in Sunnyvale, CA, with their
children Meera, 8, and Parin, 5. A former teaching assistant at
Pierce Law and adjunct professor of law at the University of
California, Hastings College of the Law, Patel still pursues his
passion for teaching. He chairs patent law programs for the
Practising Law Institute. He also coaches his children’s baseball
and soccer teams.
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David W. Ruoff JD ’96
NixonPeabody, LLP
Manchester, NH

David W. Ruoff JD ’96 has sat at both the plaintiff and
defendant tables before the New Hampshire judiciary.
As a staff attorney at the New Hampshire Public
Defender, he represented criminal defendants in all stages of
the proceedings.
As an assistant county attorney at the Rockingham
County Attorney’s Office, he acted as a lead felony prosecutor
and as liaison with local police agencies. While serving as an
assistant attorney general, he led many homicide investigations,
prosecuted first- and second-degree murder cases, and highprofile white collar, environmental, and public integrity crimes.
In 2005, Ruoff, along with fellow Pierce Law alumnus
Jeffery Strelzin JD ’91, prosecuted the famed case, State v.
Manuel Gehring, which garnered national media attention after
Gehring murdered his two children and fled across the country. Ruoff also prosecuted a “cold” case involving the 1983
murder of a six-week-old infant.
“I have found that the practice of law for both prosecutors and defenders is fundamentally the same,” says Ruoff. “No
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matter which side of the courtroom a criminal attorney sits
on, he or she is constantly dealing with someone, or some
family that is in crisis—and the consequences of the cases
have very real consequences for clients and victims alike.
Understanding these similar stressors is very useful in being an
effective advocate.”
“I decided to go to law school during my last year as a
philosophy major at the University of New Hampshire. In
short, I went to law school because of nothing more than
intellectual curiosity,” Ruoff explains. “I knew nothing about
the law, did not know any lawyers, or have any understanding
of the lawyer’s role in our legal system.”
“Pierce Law fostered my intellectual development,”
continues Ruoff. “The congenial atmosphere at school really
allowed me to develop what I believe to be a fine-tuned sense
of professionalism and the ability to resolve problems that
arise amicably.”
Ruoff has found time to pass on his knowledge by
serving as an adjunct faculty member at Pierce Law, teaching
Advanced Trial Advocacy.
“I love teaching this course. I have taught it for 10 years
and it gives me the opportunity to keep ‘fresh’ with courtroom
advocacy skills. It is also very fulfilling for me to watch as students learn and improve their advocacy skills during the time
they are in the class. I have had many students comment that it
is the best class that they took while in law school—that just
about says it all. I try to teach them to be good lawyers: to
always be firm, but congenial; persuasive but respectful; and
always, always, be prepared.”
Today, Ruoff has built a commercial litigation and
criminal defense practice at both the state and local levels at
Nixon Peabody in Manchester, NH. He currently represents
numerous corporate and financial institutions that are involved
in national and regional litigation.
Ruoff ’s varied credentials also include licensed electrician
and member of the National Eagle Scout Association. He
earned a BA degree in philosophy with a minor in biochemistry
at the University of New Hampshire in 1991, where he also
served as editor of the Zeitgeist, the University’s philosophy
journal. In 2004, New Hampshire Magazine named Ruoff one
of the top four prosecutors in the state.
Ruoff resides in Weare, NH. He and his wife, Anna, have been
married for 15 years and have three children, 8, 5 and 3.
He has completed four marathons, and enjoys scuba diving and
fixing up his 1823 farmhouse in his spare time.

’97

Ann M. McCrackin JD ’97

Professor of Law
Franklin Pierce Law Center
Concord, NH

Ann M. McCrackin JD ’97 left New Hampshire to begin her
career in Minneapolis, MN, at Schwegman, Lundberg &
Woessner, P.A. in 1997, only to return to Pierce Law ten years
later as a member of the intellectual property faculty.
In that short time, McCrackin has made a name for herself. In 2002, she was named a “Rising Star” by Minnesota Law
& Politics magazine, and in 2003 she became a shareholder at
Schwegan, Lundberg & Woessner. She co-edited and served as
a contributing author to a treatise published by BNA Books
entitled Electronic and Software Patents: Law and Practice in
2000. She co-authored a chapter in the AUTM Technology
Transfer Practice Manual in 2002, and in 2007 her AUTM chapter was reprinted in the Intellectual Property Management in
Health and Agriculture Innovation: A Handbook of Best Practices.
A registered patent attorney, she is frequently invited to speak
at national meetings and present CLE programs on the areas of
patent prosecution that have become her expertise.

At Pierce Law McCrackin teaches Patent Practice I and II,
two skills-based courses focusing on the art of patent drafting
and prosecution. “While many students who take my courses
go on to be registered patent attorneys in the United States, a
large number of students will apply their skills in intellectual
property management positions in countries around the
world,” says McCrackin.
“Last year there were 95 students in my courses and of
those students approximately one-third were international
students. The international students can add a lot to the
course by sharing their own experiences with intellectual
property in other countries. Some of my students had worked
as patent agents in countries such as India, Singapore, Taiwan
or South Korea and another student had been an examiner in
the Japanese Patent Office.”
In Minneapolis, McCrackin’s practice focused on patent
protection for computer architecture, software, and business
methods, and specialized in international patent protection. “I
have assisted my clients in obtaining patent protection in many
different countries including Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Russia,
Singapore, Taiwan, Vietnam and several European countries.”
During the past five years, McCrackin has also worked
with Intellevate, a company with operations in India that
provides offshore intellectual property support services.
McCrackin has traveled to India seven times in the last five
years while providing initial and on-going training on United
States patent law and practice for a group of engineers working for Intellevate.
During her most recent visit to India, McCrackin also
hosted an alumni reception in New Delhi. “This was a wonderful opportunity to meet with fellow Pierce Law graduates
with whom I may be working on future projects. In a country
as large as India, this may make all the difference.”
McCrackin and her husband, Bill, live in an antique farmhouse on
14 acres in Hillsborough, NH. When they moved from Minnesota
back to New Hampshire, they brought along their four dogs, one
cat and two mules. This summer they are building a traditional
timber-frame New England barn for the mules and some sheep
they plan to add to the family.
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’98

Andrew Bertrand JD ’98
Law Office of Andrew Bertrand
Fort Collins, CO

“Andrew Bertrand accepted the 27th Annual Judge Conrad L.
Ball Award with his typical wit and charm, living up to comparisons of him with the cartoon character Dudley Dooright,”
wrote reporter Sara Reed in April 2005.
Nominated by the staff of the Colorado Public Defender’s
Office, Andrew Bertrand JD ’98 received the award for “his
contribution toward improving the quality of criminal justice in
Larimer County.”
The staff at the Public Defender’s Office compared
Bertrand with Buzz Lightyear and Mighty Mouse in his “enthusiastic dedication in seeking justice and helping others.” They
described Bertrand as a “skilled mediator, who offers personal
encouragement and assistance to clients and a man with a great
sense of humor and spirit.”
“His good works and good cheer are contagious. He
puts his heart into his work and strives to make sure justice is
achieved, and he works without the expectation of money
received,” say his colleagues.
Bertrand focuses on criminal defense—work that earned
him the honor of being named “2004 Criminal Defense
Attorney of the Year” by the Consumer Business Review. He
received the award again in 2005 and 2007.
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Bertrand began his career as probation officer with the
Drug & Alcohol Task Force in New York City, and later held
similar posts in both Golden and Canon City, CO.
“The work I did as a probation officer sparked my interest
in the law and working with drug and alcohol addiction,” says
Bertrand. “In 1995, I decided to go to law school and chose
Franklin Pierce because of the small class size and average age
of students, as well as school’s informal style. Elizabeth “Lisa”
Dean JD ’93 in the Admissions Office was instrumental in my
decision. She made both me and my wife, Kristi, feel that we
could fit right in.”
Following graduation, Bertrand served as a district court
prosecutor in New Hampshire before moving to Fort Collins,
CO, in 1999. His practice, which focuses on criminal defense,
immigration and juvenile cases, has grown to include two associates. And as evidenced by the awards Bertrand has garnered,
he finds time to help those who need it most.
“Much of the pro bono work I handle deals with complicated felony cases for clients who earn slightly more than the
guidelines as specified by the Public Defender’s Office,”
explains Bertrand.
“Both Professor Bruce Friedman and Professor Richard
Hesse were tremendous influences on my career choices and
my efforts to do pro bono work.”
“Professor Friedman always said ‘Do good, as you do
well,’ and his words have always rung true for me,” says
Bertrand.
“Professor Friedman would come to our Civil Practice
Clinic class and ask if we would be interested in taking certain
difficult cases. He assigned a case to me for which I did no
“legal” work, but was able to actually get the client’s estate in
order, purchase a funeral plot and gravestone. The man died
months later,” says Bertrand.
“Professor Friedman taught me that you need to tend to
the most pressing problems that are facing your client, and that
the answers are not necessarily found in law books.”
Bertrand and his wife, Kristi, reside in Fort Collins with their
4-month-old daughter, Rylee Ché. Bertrand enjoys weight lifting,
motorcycle riding and ultimate fighting.
Photo by Randy Keller, Canon City, CO

’99

Mitsuyoshi Hiratsuka MIP ’99
Associate Professor of Intellectual Property
Tokyo University of Science
Tokyo, Japan

After working as a patent engineer for more than a decade,
Mitsuyoshi Hiratsuka MIP ’99 helped to establish the first
Master of Intellectual Property (MIP) course offered at Tokyo
University of Science in Tokyo, Japan.
“I decided to become a teacher of intellectual property
because the University needed to add a masters’ level course.
In 2004, the president of the University asked me to establish
the first course and appointed me to the faculty,” says
Hiratsuka. “And, in the summer of 2005, Hiratsuka invited
Pierce Law Professor William O. Hennessey JD ’86 to teach
United States Law Basic 1. Hennessey returned the following
two summers to teach the course in Tokyo.”
Hiratsuka was later promoted to associate professor of
the MIP program in the Department of Intellectual Property
Strategy at the Graduate School of Management of Science
and Technology in 2007.
Today, he also teaches Intellectual Property Basic and
Intellectual Property Basic 2 to undergraduate students, and
Patent Practice in Information and Communication Technology,

Electronics and Business Model, and United States Patent
Practice to graduate students. Hiratsuka was already familiar
with the University when he joined the faculty. He had attended
the University as an undergraduate student in the mid-1980s,
majoring in applied physics
“I have been fascinated with space technology since
primary school and physics is a good major for that field,” says
Hiratsuka who went on to earn a masters’ degree in physics in
1991. “I studied neural networks and developed a recognition
system using a neural network system.”
“My knowledge of neural networks contributed to my
patent practice in a variety of technical areas,” says Hiratsuka
who joined Isshiki International Patent Office as a patent
engineer in 1992.
“While there, I was responsible for drafting specifications
for patents in electrical engineering and a variety of arts,” says
Hiratsuka. “It was the Isshiki International Patent Office that
decided to send me to Pierce Law.”
“In Concord, I studied various intellectual property
courses and met many new friends,” says Hiratsuka, who
believes he contributed to the marriages of three couples
attending Pierce Law.
“We got together in the evenings. The couples included:
Maria Barrera Balarezo LLM ’99 and Kanishka Agarwal LLM
’99; Hue Pham MIP ’99 and Thomas Morrison JD ’00; and
Adolfo Moreno LLM ’99 and Carlen Sanchez Herrera LLM ’99.”
“I consider Concord my second home, and Edith
Bowlby, who houses Pierce Law international students in her
home, my ‘mother in the U.S.A.’”
Hiratsuka’s thesis, entitled “Discussion of Promotion of and
Inhibition of Innovation by Software Patents,” was published in the
Journal of Intellectual Property Management, January 2008.
He and his wife, Michiyo, have a son, Takeshi, 5. Hiratsuka plays
the French horn as well as traditional Japanese instruments, the
Okoto and the Shamisen. While attending Pierce Law Hiratsuka
taught karate to his fellow classmates. Hiratusuka has helped to
host several alumni events in Tokyo since his graduation.

29

’00

B Y JAC K K E N N Y

Frank Guinta MIP ’00
Mayor
Manchester, NH

This spring, when most of the attention at City Hall was focused
on the annual battle of the budget, Manchester Mayor Frank
Guinta MIP ’00 said he had not forgotten the 10-year plan to
end homelessness in the Queen City, which he and United
Way President Patrick Tufts announced earlier this year.
“A coordinated effort by the city, nonprofits, and local
businesses to help the homeless find a better life remains a
priority,” says Guinta.
“One of the things I hope people know about me,” says
Guinta, “is that when I put my mind to it to do something and
decide this is going to be a priority, I mean it. This is not a plan
to collect dust on the shelf.”
Little dust, it would seem, has settled on Guinta since he
and his wife, Morgan, moved to New Hampshire from
Massachusetts in 1998. In the past ten years, Guinta has run his
own insurance consulting business, earned a Master of
Intellectual Property degree from Pierce Law, and has been
elected state representative, city alderman and mayor of New
Hampshire’s largest city. Now in his third year as mayor and
his seventh in city government, Guinta says he is not planning
his next move yet.
“I’m not going to run away from the problems here,”
says Guinta, who announced in March that he was giving up his
exploration of a possible run for governor this year. “It’s a great
city and we’ve got great opportunities, but there are issues
here that I think need very strong and decisive leadership.”
“There are about 1,000 to 1,500 homeless in Manchester
at any one time,” Guinta says, “and 400 of them are children.
The city spends $800,000 a year on services to assist the
homeless, while the local United Way distributes another
$600,000 through various non-profit agencies. With an integrated, coordinated approach, the city and the nonprofits can, with
help from local businesses, use that money more effectively,”
says Guinta.
“Right now you have a model where most people can’t
get a home until they’re clean and sober,” says Guinta, “something that’s nearly impossible for people living on the street. So
the plan is, let’s get that person in a home first. Let’s stabilize
at least one part of his/her life. Then he/she can deal with
whatever abuse and addiction he/she may have. We are going
to be utilizing substance abuse programs, both drug and alcohol. We’re going to be utilizing the mental health center much
more than we ever did in the past.”
A New Jersey native, Guinta graduated from Assumption
College in Worcester, MA, with a law career in mind. He was
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drawn to Pierce Law by its location and its reputation as a
leader in intellectual property law.
“Intellectual Property is a great area of the law to focus
on,” says Guinta, who developed a growing interest in the role
of patent law in encouraging research and development. It
fascinated me and it was something I never focused on until I
got to law school.”
And while his career plans changed along the way, Guinta
believes a degree in intellectual property law is an asset even
to a non-lawyer.
“You could work in an Intellectual Property department
in a law firm, you could work at an IP department in a large
corporation,” says Guinta. “It’s something I can fall back on
at anytime.”
Guinta resides in Manchester with his wife Morgan, daughter
Colby, 4, and son Jack, 2.

’01

Emanuel Meyer LLM ’01

Head, Legal Services, Copyright and Neighboring Rights
Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property
Zurich, Switzerland

On June 1, 2008, Emanuel Meyer LLM ’01 was appointed head
of legal services, copyright and neighboring rights for the Swiss
Federal Institute of Intellectual Property in Zurich, Switzerland.
“In this new post, I counsel the Swiss government and
represent Switzerland at international organizations such as the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) with regard
to copyright issues. Moreover, I am responsible for the supervision of collective rights management societies,” says Meyer,
who joined the Institute in 2005 as legal advisor.
A native of Switzerland, Meyer began his career as a
surveyor. After earning his degree, he worked for the county
land surveying office in Bremgarten, Switzerland.
“However, I soon realized that I was more interested in
what makes a society tick than in road axes and subdivision of
building plots. Legal studies thus seemed the obvious choice,”
says Meyer.
Meyer later attended the University of Zurich. After
graduation, he worked as a scientific assistant and wrote a
thesis on collective bargaining, earning a PhD in law.
“During my studies at the University of Zurich, I was
intrigued by the complexity of copyright, which also related to
my passion for contemporary music,” explains Meyer. “Given
the outstanding reputation of Pierce Law in the field of intellectual property, it was clear that Pierce Law was the best
choice to further expand my knowledge in this field.” In 2000,
he enrolled at Pierce Law and was awarded an LLM degree in
intellectual property in 2001.
After returning to Switzerland and obtaining admittance
to the bar, Meyer practiced law in the small, Zurich-based law
firm of Wiget Erne Marty Attorneys-at-Law, litigating businessrelated disputes, including patent, trademark, copyright, and
trade secret matters, as well as counseling corporate clients.
“It was a great time and I thoroughly enjoyed the adrenaline rush when a client came in on Friday evening with six folders under his arm and a deadline of Monday morning,” says
Meyer. “However, when the Federal Institute of Intellectual
Property offered me a position as legal adviser, I jumped at the
chance. It was too tempting to actively participate in building a
legal framework for the future rather than applying it.”
“As senior legal advisor at the Institute, I had the chance
to represent Switzerland at international organizations such as
WIPO, counseling the government in matters of copyright and
related rights and appearing before the legislative committees
of both chambers of the Swiss parliament,” says Meyer.

“Because of the long-time perspective of international
rulemaking, the pace of an international organization is excruciatingly slow for someone who worked as an attorney. I find
great satisfaction in participating in the Standing Committee on
Copyright and Related Rights where new legal instruments are
created,” Meyer explains.
With his recent promotion to head of legal services,
copyright and neighboring rights, Meyer not only participates in
such activities, but also plays a crucial role defining the position
of Switzerland on copyright issues.
“Pierce Law helped me to be much more sensitive to the
economic impact of legal regulations, which I believe positively
reflect in my propositions to further developments in the field
of copyright,” says Meyer.
Meyer has authored numerous publications in the field
and regularly offers presentations on copyright and related
rights before law associations and universities.
While Meyer works in the political center of Switzerland, he lives
in Zurich, the cultural and financial center, and in Finland, where
his wife Sabine Göke works as a professor of radar meteorology at
the University of Helsinki. When he is not working or cooking—his
favorite pastimes—he visits record stores, hunting down obscure
vinyl records from the 1950s and the 1960s.
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’02

Nina Ebkar JD ’02

Corporate Counsel, Legal Affairs, IP
Husqvarna AB
Huskvarna, Sweden
With knowledge of English, Danish, French and German, along
with her native Swedish, Nina Ebkar JD ’02 can easily converse
with her clients throughout world. “But, the working language,
both spoken and written, is exclusively English,” says Ebkar
who serves as corporate counsel for Husqvarna AB in
Huskvarna, Sweden.
“Legal affairs has a central role in the Husqvarna Group
business,” explains Ebkar. I work mainly with IP, marketing law,
domain names infringement and corporate issues. I also work
closely with the Husqvarna sales companies, R&D, various
business units, design and central marketing departments on a
global basis.”
A world leader in outdoor power products for forestry
and lawn and garden care, Husqvarna had sales of SEK 33.3
billion ($4.3 billion) in 2007 and employs an average of 16,000
worldwide. North America and Europe are the company’s
major markets, and Husqvarna maintains production and sales
facilities in more than 100 countries.
“I have contacts with international law firms but do, as
far as practically possible, the ‘bread and butter’ legal counseling autonomously. I work proactively and mainly independently, but also on various team projects,” Ebkar explains. “For
example, my work may involve various product development
projects, marketing campaigns, preparations for new advertising materials or brochures and product catalogues.”
An avid athlete, Ebkar didn’t decide to go to law school
until the early 1990s. In the late 1980s, she worked at the Safir
Table Tennis Club in Orebro, Sweden, where she trained junior players while attending high school. She went on to play
table tennis full-time in Halmstad, by the Swedish west coast.
“Legal issues interested me a lot,” says Ebkar. “My mother’s cousin was a judge and at the time I wanted to become a
judge. My dad who is a radiologist thought that I would be a
perfect children’s doctor, but I was not at all interested. He
wanted, of course, that at least one of his children to carry on
his profession!”
In 1994, Ebkar enrolled at Lund University Faculty of
Law in Lund, Sweden. “I became interested in intellectual
property in 2000 through Professor Gudmundur Alfredsson,
whom I had worked for as a teaching assistant. He introduced
me to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
and later that year I was accepted into a six-week intensive
summer training course at the WIPO Academy. In 2001, I was
accepted as an intern at the Academy,” explains Ebkar.
“At WIPO, I conducted research work for Dr. Mpazi
Sinjela, regarding the relationship and interplay between human
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rights and intellectual property,” says Ebkar. “I put together
course materials for a new master’s program, an LLM in
International Human Rights Law and Intellectual Property
Rights, to be offered at the Faculty of Law, Raoul Wallenberg
Institute in Lund.”
After completing the LLM program at Pierce Law, Ebkar
worked for two years as a clerk in the district court and later
accepted an associate position at Foretagsjuristerna in
Stockholm, where she worked on commercial agreements,
civil disputes and intellectual property matters. In early 2006,
she moved to her current post at Husqvarna.
“Pierce Law gave me a profound and broad knowledge
of intellectual property rights, which gave me a good base as
well as the ability to appreciate clients needs and to provide
them with good legal advice,” says Ebkar. “I had the opportunity to study with JD students and the professors encouraged us
to be interactive in class. These courses and various social
activities held at the school helped me to improve my written
and spoken English skills.”
The LLM program gave me a unique education, one
geared toward success in obtaining a job at a multinational
corporation. I gained an understanding of United States laws as
well as other international legal concepts that I have found very
useful in my post at Husqvarna. The friendships and contacts I
made during my time in Concord are an invaluable asset.”
Ebkar resides in Huskvarna, but maintains an apartment in
Stockholm as well. She enjoys the gym, running, golf, tennis as well
as travel, movies and cooking. She has a Rhodesian Ridgeback dog
(her mother is a breeder). She was a member of the Table Tennis
Team of Sweden from 1987-1993. She was also Swedish team
silver medalist in 1990 and team champion in 1991 and 1992.

’03

B Y P AU L M C AVO Y

Francis Agyare JD ’03
Attorney, Immigration Office
New Hampshire Catholic Charities
Nashua, NH

The Immigration Office at New Hampshire Catholic Charities
(NHCC), located on the campus of Saint Joseph Hospital
in Nashua, NH, is a law office for low-income clients. The
four staff members are lawyers and accredited representatives,
helping their clients file the necessary paperwork to secure
their future in the United States. They work with the United
States. Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) and the
United States State Department. Many of their clients are
United States citizens who are applying for family reunification;
others are lawful residents who are on the road to becoming
citizens.
Francis Agyare JD ’03 is one of the four who was personally drawn to help strangers adjust to their new country.
Agyare’s experience as a scientist lawyer, army reservist and
immigrant helps him look at tough cases critically and logically.
“Typically I go after the (legal) cases that are a long shot,” he
explains. “I like the challenge, the cases that have issues and that
look like they might be denied. I use my science background to
look at the problems with the case and try to untangle it.”

Agyare was born and raised in Ghana, West Africa. He
immigrated to Canada when he was 17 years old and enrolled
in York University in Toronto. His past experience is as varied
as his current caseload: he has a graduate degree in molecular
biology; served for six years in the Canadian Army Reservists;
worked for Dean Kamen’s company, DEKA; and teaches parttime at Southern New Hampshire University.
Though he never planned to get into immigration work,
volunteering in the African community while he was at Franklin
Pierce Law Center led him to it. “When people found out I was
a lawyer, they began asking me for help with their immigration
cases. I didn’t know anything about immigration law at the
time because I had trained as an intellectual property attorney.”
Francis began learning about immigration law and volunteering to help with legal cases. Like may of the employees at
the immigration office, his volunteer work turned into a fulltime position when he was hired as the second staff attorney
for NHCC’s Immigration Office.
He now spends his days working with clients. Immigration
status can be tricky, he says, even for straightforward cases.
One story Francis shares is of a mother from Madagascar who
wanted to petition for her children to come to America, but
because copies of birth certificates were mistranslated the
whole process was almost derailed.
The translator had mistakenly put the date of the original
translation in the part of the form where the birth date of the
children would have been. This would have disqualified the
documents, if not for Francis’ work. He helped gather enough
evidence from school records, copies of original paperwork,
and pictures to prove maternity and win the case—all within
the 30 days his client had to make her appeal. It’s the sort of
case on which Francis lives.
“I like the stories the immigrants have, and I like the
excitement that comes along with seeing someone truly happy
because you helped them out. I also like the diverse ways of
helping people make their case—even if the documents or
people involved are halfway around the world.”
Excerpt from “Welcoming the Stranger” in Parable, the magazine
of the Diocese of Manchester, March/April 2008. Photo by Jeff
Dachowski.
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’04

Kristen Guilmette JD ’04
Staff Attorney
New Hampshire Public Defender
Stratham, NH

“My work is compelling, demanding and rewarding,” says
Kristen Guilmette JD ’04, one of 17 staff attorneys at the New
Hampshire Public Defender (NHPD) in Stratham, where she is
responsible for representing clients charged with juvenile delinquency offenses to Class A felonies.
“My cases can range from driving with a suspended
license to burglaries and homicides,” explains Guilmette who is
currently co-counsel on two pending homicide cases. “By
statute, the public defender receives all indigent cases in the
first instance,” explains Guilmette who worked in the Laconia
office of the NHPD following graduation from Pierce Law.
She credits Professor Chuck Temple for her interest in
pursing a career in indigent criminal defense, “Under his watchful supervision in the Criminal Practice Clinic, I was given the
opportunity and responsibility to handle every facet of a misdemeanor and a felony case,” says Guilmette.
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“My work in the Clinic, along with the encouragement
of Professor David Ruoff JD ’96 (see his profile on page 26)
who served as coach of my Advanced Trial Advocacy team,
led me to pursue a career with the New Hampshire Public
Defender,” adds Guilmette. “I gained so much hands-on practical experience and learned so much that it made coming to my
post at the public defender, almost seamless.”
“I always thought about going to law school. When I was
in junior high, I had the opportunity to shadow a local attorney,
Keri Marshall, in her hometown of East Kingston,” says
Guilmette who later earned a BA degree in psychology from
the University of New Hampshire.
“There are lots of firsts when you start your career, and
I do remember the first time I filed a motion stating that a
state law was unconstitutional. My client was charged with
negligent homicide and the police had obtained evidence by
statute, but the way they interpreted the statute seemed to
violate equal protection. So I filed a motion that this evidence
could not be used because it had been obtained illegally.
Getting to argue that motion on behalf of an indigent client is
what it’s all about,” says Guilmette.
Several of the attorneys working with Guilmette in the
Stratham office include fellow alumni James Godbout JD ’93,
Joseph Malfitani JD ’89, Sheri Phillips JD ’03, Joseph Plaia JD ’07
and Joseph Prieto JD ’01. In total, twenty-five Pierce Law graduates are currently employed by the NHPD statewide, which
Guilmette calls “one of the best programs in the nation.”
Guilmette is also one of many graduates to benefit from
Pierce Law’s Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP) that
assists recent graduates who work in public interest law repay
their school loans.
“Through LRAP, Pierce Law not only supports its
graduates but also supports the community in making sure
that lawyers who choose to dedicate their career to the public
interest are able to do so. LRAP made my decision to be a
public defender an easy one—and I'm grateful,” says Guilmette.
Guilmette enjoys crafts and collecting memorabilia of “Lucy” from
the Charles Schulz comic strip, Peanuts.

’05

Jenny L.Workman JD/MIP ’05

Associate
Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Manbeck
Washington, DC

From representing Microsoft in an antitrust lawsuit to helping
free detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Jenny L. Workman
JD/MIP ’05 has accomplished much during her short career.
Following a clerkship for The Honorable Arthur Gajarsa
at the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit,
Workman joined Heller Ehrman in Washington, DC, where
she practiced a variety of litigation. She represented Texas
Instruments in an antitrust lawsuit and Ernst & Young in a
securities action. In 2006, the firm acquired an ITC practice
and Workman’s entire practice shifted to Section 337 litigation
before the International Trade Commission.
While at Heller Erhman, Workman was given what she
refers to as “the opportunity of a lifetime.”
“I was one of only two associates selected to represent
four detainees, two Yemenis and two Saudis, at Guantanamo
Bay.” Heller Ehrman is a charter signatory to the American Bar
Association’s (ABA) Pro Bono Challenge, which calls on leaders
of the nation’s top 500 law firms to adopt goals for pro bono
hours equivalent to five percent of the firm’s total billable hours.
“What started as a few pro bono hours a week, quickly
turned into a much bigger commitment—both a time commitment and an emotional commitment. I spent many hours working on the case, reviewing news and law, circulating summaries
to our team, and writing letters to our clients,” says Workman.
“We called our clients’ families bi-weekly. Trying to figure
out how to get a family in Yemen, a translator in the Midwest,
and various lawyers in our office on the phone at the same time
was a difficult task, and often times even when everyone did get
together, we could not get a sufficient phone connections to
make the call, and would have to try again another day. While
extremely frustrating, it was worth it when you heard in the
families’ voices how much your phone call meant to them.”
“I was often the only connection with their brother or
son who had been missing for more than six years. This was
difficult for me. When you’re dealing with someone’s life, freedom and family, you realize how important your work is to
them. You can’t get away from it … it haunts you,” says
Workman. “What made it even more difficult is the fact that
many of these prisoners were my age, deprived of so much
over the years.”
Between the fall of 2006 and the spring of 2008,
Workman traveled to Guantanamo Bay three times. Meetings
had to be requested months in advance, and approved by the
military. While on the base, the attorneys were accompanied
by military escorts at all times and had to go through many
security checks. The meetings were held in small cells, with

Workman, who traveled several times to Guantanamo Bay, is pictured with Ashraf
Michael (l.), one of the two translators who worked with the team, and Brent
Rushforth, a partner at Heller Ehrman (rt.)

only chairs and a table. The client’s leg was chained to the
floor. A video camera was in the mounted in corner while
guards stood watch.
“I did see the conditions on the base and the morale of
the clients improve over time,” says Workman. “We developed a good relationship with our clients, and were possibly
their only ‘friends.’ The clients from Saudi Arabia were
released in the spring of 2008.”
Workman left Heller Ehrman to join Rothwell, Figg, Ernst
& Manbeck in April. At that time, the two original clients from
Yemen were still detained, and the firm had accepted additional
clients from Yemen and Tunisia.
“The hardest part of changing firms,” explains Workman,
“was leaving behind this case. I do hope to do pro bono work
again. While at Pierce Law, the importance of using my education to help others was encouraged. From the school’s commitment to public interest law to the faculty and staff ’s true
commitment to helping students become well-rounded
lawyers, I found myself also wanting to do good for others.”
“One of the best things about pro bono work is that it
allows me to make use of lessons I learned in college and law
school,” says Workman. “While working on the Guantanamo
case, I pulled together insights from Professor Bill Hennessey’s
International Law class, Professor Jeffrey Roy’s Constitutional
Law class, Professor Hugh Gibbons’ ‘Biological Basis of Law
Theory,’ as well as the anthropology classes I took in college.”
“Working on the Guantanamo case was an opportunity
I could never have predicted, but one that Pierce Law did an
excellent job preparing me for.”
Workman resides in Arlington, VA, and recently wrote of a book
about her experiences in law school entitled, A Reflection on
(Life In) Law School.
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Betty J. Kiplagat LLM ’06
Administrative Legal Officer
Kenya Agricultural Research Institute
Nairobi, Kenya

Betty Kiplagat LLM ’06 calls Nairóbi, Kenya, her home, but
both her education and her work have taken her around
the globe.
Kiplagat earned a bachelor of law degree with honors in
1995 from Wolverhampton University, Midlands, UK, and a
diploma in law in 1998 from the Kenya School of Law, Nairóbi.
Following graduation, she worked for several years as a legal
officer at the Royale Health Club, and before that as an associate with Macharia Njeru Advocates in Nairóbi.
“The main reason I enrolled at Pierce Law in 2005 was
my need to learn more about intellectual property as my job
entails advising scientists on these issues,” says Kiplagat who
serves as administrative legal officer for the Kenya Agricultural
Research Institute (KARI).
KARI undertakes research programs in food crops,
horticultural and industrial crops, livestock and range management, land and water management, vaccine development and
production and socio-economics. In undertaking its research
activities, KARI also collaborates with numerous organizations
both in developed and developing countries, and recognizes
the increasing importance of the private sector in advancing
its mandate.
Kiplagat is responsible for the interpretation of the
national and international laws and treaties as they relate to
intellectual property rights and plant breeders rights in Kenya.
“Through the legal office, KARI has developed a draft
intellectual property policy that will guide the Institute on
matters relating to the protection and acquisition of intellectual
property,” says Kiplagat. “The policy also provides for collection
of royalties for licensed IPs and plant varieties, and through this
initiative, the Institute has started earning income from its
intellectual property.”
“The role of KARI is to further ensure that the technology
developed is appropriate for the climate and conditions of the
country. The technology is developed as a ‘public good,’ but
since it cannot be transferred directly to the farmers by KARI,
the Institute has entered into license agreements with the
respective merchants so as to collect royalties that will be
ploughed back into research,” explains Kiplagat.
“I am also responsible for interpreting the Science and
Technology (Amendment) Act, Seeds and Plant Varieties Act,
Intellectual Property Act and advising on their legal implications,” explains Kiplagat.
She recently represented Kenya during the COP-MOP
meeting of the Cartagena Protocol held in Bonn, Germany.
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According to Kiplagat, “These conferences bring together
experts on the Cartagena Protocol. We follow the rules of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), an international
agreement that provides guidelines for further action on a
particular issue.”
“I am currently involved in the drafting of the biosafety
law of my country,” explains Kiplagat. “This involves training
the Parliamentarians, the media and other stakeholders on the
importance of biosafety legislation for the country. Most of the
knowledge on biosafety has been acquired through workshops.” In addition, Kiplagat serves as a task force member for
the establishment of an Agricultural Research Trust Fund to
provide competitive grants for research in the agricultural sector.
“I hope that the legacy I leave for my country is that
management of intellectual property can be beneficial for
the development of the research and development sector of
Kenya. This is mainly due to the fact that most of our development partners from both the north and the south will be able
to transfer their technology without the fear of their intellectual property being misappropriated,” explains Kiplagat. “It is my
hope that the developers of intellectual property in Kenya will
also benefit from the royalties collected by their respective
institutions, something that is not yet happening.”
Kiplagat enjoys reading, traveling and socializing.

’07

Jaya Murthy Josyula MIP ’07

Patent Liaison, Energy Technology Company
Chevron Corporation
Richmond, CA

From her offices in Richmond, CA, Dr. Jaya Murthy MIP ’07
serves as a patent liaison in the Catalyst Unit of the Energy
Technology Company of the Chevron Corporation, the world’s
fifth largest global energy company, headquartered in San Ramon,
CA, and active in more than 180 countries. Chevron’s Energy
Technology Company provides technology solutions and technical expertise for all of its operating companies globally.
“My work revolves around the Catalyst Unit intellectual
property asset management,” says Murthy. “I strategize and
coordinate with scientists and engineers working in new technologies, and draft patent applications for new materials,
catalysts, and process technologies based on their work.”
Working with scientists on new technologies is just one
of Murthy’s roles at Chevron. She is also responsible for intellectual property strategies, which she describes as “identifying
and managing patentability matters as well as identifying, managing and mitigating freedom to operate and opposition/invalidity/non-infringement issues with the objective of
creating competitive advantage aligned with business needs.”
“My responsibilities typically involve meeting with
researchers on their new inventions, drafting strategic patent
applications based on them, mitigating risks and managing
patent portfolio in key Chevron catalyst technologies.”
Murthy’s extensive background in chemistry is a perfect
match for this post at Chevron. She also holds a PhD, a
master’s degree in inorganic chemistry, and bachelor’s degree
in chemistry from the University of Mumbai.
Before enrolling at Pierce Law, Murthy served as an intellectual property analyst for the General Electric Company at
the John F. Welch Technology Center in Bangalore, India and as
an analyst for Derwent Thomson Scientific in London, UK.
“I worked for GE-Plastics and Global Research, on the
creation and protection of strategic and tactical intellectual
property assets, which included intellectual property/patent
and business analytics; due diligence; technology white space
identification and recommendations. I also coordinated a polymer chemistry course, to be taught at GE, in collaboration
with the Indian Institute of Science” explains Murthy, who
received awards for excellence in 2003, 2005 and 2006.
When Murthy isn’t working at the Chevron office, she
devotes much of her spare time to doing pro bono work for
the Public Intellectual Property Resource for Agriculture
(PIPRA) based at the University of California–Davis. “I am
currently leading a team effort analyzing the patent portfolio
held by PIPRA members. This analysis targets identifying key

patents in innovative technologies in agricultural biology, which
can make these technologies available to innovators for worldwide humanitarian purposes,” says Murthy. “The analysis also
aims to manage the public sector's strengths to be used to
support global agricultural development.”
“PIPRA supports agricultural innovation for humanitarian
purposes and bring together intellectual property from over
40 universities, public agencies, and non-profit institutes and
help make their technologies available to innovators around
the world,” according to Murthy. “I am honored to be able
to work on such projects, and plan to continue working on
similar efforts.”
While at Pierce Law, Murthy worked on a project,
conducting an intellectual property audit for a humanitarian
project in Africa, which helped a PIPRA member obtain a $3
million grant for research. “It was the success of this project
and the belief that I can make a difference in improving the
basic human requirement, food, which leads me to do the pro
bono work.”
“I consider my time at Pierce Law to be among the best
years of my life,” says Murthy. “The courses are very practical,
designed towards preparing both lawyers and non-lawyers for
a career in intellectual property. The diversity of students from
across the world adds value, as one gains understanding of
different cultures and legal systems, which is invaluable in this
era of globalization.”
Murthy resides in San Pablo, CA. She appreciates different cultures
and has worked and traveled in Asia, Europe and North America
An avid reader, she says classics and fiction are her favorites. She
also enjoys sports and was a college silver medalist in table tennis
and represented GE in several corporate sporting events. She
enjoys music of all types and was a classical Indian music vocalist
in college.
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Weonmee Park MIP ’08
Patent Attorney
Seoul, Korea

A native of Seoul, Korea, Weonmee Park MIP ’08 worked as a
patent attorney at YOU ME Patent & Law Firm, one of Korea’s
largest patent firms, prior to enrolling at Pierce Law.
As member of the YOU ME’s Chemical, Pharmaceutical
and Biotech Group, Park represented domestic and foreign
clients on issues relating to patent validity, patent infringement
and patent prosecution before the Korean Intellectual Property
Office (KIPO). She successfully prosecuted more than 200
cases before KIPO, mostly relating to biotechnology invention.
She also provided consultations on Korean patent law and
examination practices and worked closely with foreign associates, mostly in Japan, Europe and the United States, to procure
patents in the corresponding countries for her Korean clients.
Earlier in her career, Park conducted scientific research in
the area of gene therapy for solid tumors such as ovarian cancer at the Samsung Biomedical Research Institute from
1994–1997. While at Samsung, she also collaborated with
Seoul National University Genetic Engineering Center.
“Gene therapy was in its infancy at that time and we had
to start from scratch. Our work involved the development
of a viral vector suitable for gene therapy of cancer. We used
adenoviruses as a vector to deliver a gene of interest such as
tumor suppressor genes to target cancer cells. The experiment
involved in-vitro cell testing, as well as animal testing of the
adenoviral vectors generated. The project is currently in the
preparation stage for a clinical trial."
Park’s background in the sciences is extensive. She
earned a BA in biology in 1987 from Seoul National University
and a PhD from the University of Southern California in
molecular biology in 1994.
Park left Samsung in 1997 to work as a genetic analyst
specialist at Applied Biosystems in Seoul, a Korean branch of a
multinational biotech company.
“Applied Biosystems is a major provider of DNA analysis/
detection and amplification systems and provided almost all the
instruments and materials to complete the first working draft of
the human genome in June 2000,” explains Park. “This company
is also a pioneer and major provider in human identification.”
“I worked closely with customers, most recently scientists from biotech companies, universities and government laboratories, to analyze data generated using the genetic analysis
instruments provided by Applied Biosystems,” says Park.
“I was constantly exposed to new emerging technologies,
where molecular biology played an indispensable part in the
genomic era. The research I was involved in was diverse, and
ranged from pure scientific research to find genes to under-
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stand the underlying molecular mechanisms for certain biological phenomena, to practical applications such as the identification of criminals, accident victims and paternity tests.
“More importantly, at this time, I started to develop an
interest in inventions and patents. Almost every single product
provided by Applied Biosystems, whether it was a $100 consumable or a $300,000 instrument, was an aggregate of innovations/inventions, most of which were protected by patents.”
“Several of the people I had worked with were graduates of Pierce Law. They had all impressed me with the quality
of their work and their understanding and knowledge of intellectual property,” comments Park.
“I have met some wonderful professors here, and have
made many good friends from all over the world—Singapore,
Taiwan, China, India, Japan, Argentina, Brazil and Africa—who I
will cherish forever. And last but not least, I am armed with a
more comprehensive understanding of intellectual property
rights,” says Park.
After graduation, Park hopes to be involved more in harvesting and discovering valuable inventions/innovations, particularly in biotech areas, and turning them into valuable assets.
“I think the personalized medicine may be one of the
most beneficial results of the human genome research and the
immense amount of human genetic data that has been collected
so far may be used to create new methods in treating human
disorders,” explains Park. “I would like to be part of it.”
When not attending Pierce Law, Park lives in Seoul with her
husband Minhwa Chung. They have a son, Younjoon, who attended ninth grade at Concord High School while Park was at Pierce
Law. Park enjoys reading scientific novels, particularly those written
by Michael Crichton and Robin Cook, and hopes one day to translate one of their books into Korean and write one of her own. She
is currently seeking work in Korea and the United States.

Thirty-five Years of Memorable Moments
Illustrated by Paula Jewell
Thank you to all who sent in a story to share about a favorite or not-so-favorite faculty or staff member, or just a
“memorable moment” at Pierce Law, a.k.a. FPLC and Frank’s. This special feature includes only a small selection of the
many received. Paula (Reinhard) Jewell, former circulation supervisor in the law library, graciously agreed to illustrate your
stories. Retired, she resides in Concord with her husband, Bill, the multimedia coordinator at Pierce Law.
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which startled me.Why is that great? Bob’s gleeful answer
changed my life, ‘I need a research assistant this summer and
my budget is exactly $1,500, and in the fall, FPLC needs a part
time receptionist! You’re hired!’ Then the founder of FPLC
pulled out his personal checkbook.” — Nancy Richards-Stower JD ’76,
Scituate, MA.

“All members of the first class of ‘Franks’ have truckloads of
memories of founder Dr. Robert Rines. Bob’s personal
efforts shaped the universe for the thousands that followed
us into our now nationally recognized law school. My story is
set at the old bull farm, high on Mountain Road, the first
home of Franklin Pierce Law Center. A white farmhouse
housed Dean Rines and his bride, Carol, and soon, their new
baby, named Justice (because there was so little of it in the
world). It was the summer of 1974, following Franks’ first academic year.The times were turbulent: Nixon was still in the
White House, the last helicopter would not rise from the
American embassy in Saigon for another ten months, and
America was still raw from the 1968 assassinations of Dr.
Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy, and the 1970 killings
of student protesters at Kent State and Jackson State. But
here in Concord, it was quiet and peaceful as we studied law
and enjoyed our beautiful view of Mt. Kearsarge and acres of
flowering meadows. I was broke. I had lost my Maine student
loans by getting married (a function of the residency laws)
and had lost my waitress job, after complaining about minimum wage violations. So, I made an appointment with Dean
Rines (accomplished in our close-knit community by shouting,
‘Bob, can you talk for a second?’) to ask about readmission
requirements the following year, finances willing. Bob asked
me the cost of tuition which was odd, I thought, as he and
Associate Dean Bob Viles set the budget. I replied, ‘$1,500 per
semester’ (Sorry, current students!). Bob exclaimed, ‘Great!’
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“Lectures droning on for hours, endless hours reading while
trying to understand abstract case law, resorting to study
guides even more boring than the cases themselves, made
one wonder why anyone would want to practice law. But that
all changed for me when I met Professor Bruce Friedman
and enrolled in the Family and Housing Law Clinic. Disguised
as the absent-minded professor, he was brilliant and committed to infecting his students with his enthusiasm for using the
law to help those in need. He taught us common sense
(always lock your car when you have case files; he learned the
hard way) and intricacies of the law (a spouse can collect on
ex-spouse’s social security if married at least ten years, which
came in handy years later).Who can forget his smudged
glasses, disheveled hair and rumpled clothes? More importantly, Professor Friedman will always be remembered for the
time he regularly made for each of his students, patiently
grooming us to become compassionate practicing lawyers.”
— Lorraine Sager, JD ’83, Wakefield, MA

“One of my most memorable moments had less to do
with law than with the wonderful personal relationships
students can develop with their professors. Of all the professors
I had at FPLC during my first year in 1991-1992, I experienced
the most anxiety with Professor Richard Hesse in
Constitutional Law due to his strong, no-nonsense demeanor
in the classroom.Yet, I respected him tremendously because
of the work ethic he instilled in us and the manner in which
he conducted his classes. My success in his class and love for
constitutional law helped me earn a spot as a TA for him in
1993 and 1994. As I worked with him during my first year as
a TA, I enjoyed getting to know the person underneath that
exterior—someone who is very caring, warm-hearted and
humorous. One morning in March 1993, I arrived for our
weekly meeting in his office with my fellow TA. Before we
began, Professor Hesse authoritatively said, “Ms. Newton,
what is that on your hand?” Startled, I looked down and realized what had caught his eye. “It’s my engagement ring,
Professor Hesse.” He paused, slowly took off his glasses,
leaned in over his desk, looked at me and said, “I don’t believe
that young man came to ask ME if he could marry you!”
Eighteen months later, Professor Hesse with his wife, Shirley,
and daughter, Heather, were in attendance at my wedding.
How fortunate we are at FPLC to have an environment,
which enables us to learn the law, but affords us the opportunities to have compassionate friendships with our professors
which can last a lifetime” —Amy Newton Gutow JD ’94, Director of
Conferences, Maine Maritime Academy, Castine, ME.

“I have a very personal memory of the inscrutable Dean
Robert Viles. One day during my first year on Mountain
Road (thirty-three years ago), I became distressed because
I could not find my young son, who often accompanied me
to class. I searched throughout the building for him—in our
fledgling library where he liked to help students make
copies on the only copier in the building; in the little rooms
(formerly bull stalls) that served as extensions of the
library, where he enjoyed chatting with my classmates while
sitting cross-legged on the floor because there were not
enough chairs; in the basement, where he adored the Nale
brothers’ homemade soup, always simmering on a two
burner hot-plate; outside, where he would frequently pester
my classmates for a game of touch football. He was
nowhere to be found. In my desperation, I checked the
cramped administrative offices, with Bob’s office as my last
hope. I found my son—sitting in Bob’s chair, poking merrily
away at the keys on Bob’s trusty typewriter (with no cyberspace-connected word processor in sight). Bob stood nearby, shuffling papers—ostensibly trying to get some work
done, but smiling almost imperceptibly as he performed
baby-sitting detail. My son, who is now grown and married
with a little boy of his own, describes that afternoon as one
of his fondest memories of his vicarious law school career.”
— The Honorable Carol Ann Conboy JD ’78, Concord, NH.
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“No comment.The Statute of Limitations has not yet run and
witnesses are still alive. “ — Kermit Goodman JD ’76, Pittsfield, MA.

“Has to be Professor Hugh Gibbons and his legendary
message to ‘Back Up the Money Truck!’ when confronted with
a particularly thorny tort claim.”
— Jordan Denning JD/MIP ’00.
South Freeport, ME.

“Every member of the class of 2004 will likely recall the
following event: Professor Kimberly Kirkland’s Civil
Procedure class and a fellow law student puts forth the following question, ‘If this case is from 19?? (a year other than
1983), then why is it called a1983 claim.?’ As the whole auditorium breaks out in laughter, Professor Kirkland maintains
her poise, and without so much as cracking a smile, explains
that it is a cause of action brought pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §
1983. Her professionalism has always been unparalleled.”
— Deborah Mitchell JD/MIP ’04, Orlando, FL
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“Every single time I came through the front door of the
school, or called on the phone, Jan Neuman, the receptionist, was always there to greet me by my first name with a
bright and cheery smile.There are many cold and dark days
in Concord, especially as a law student. Jan always seemed
to brighten the whole room with her smile and cheery
disposition. My years at Franklin Pierce were far brighter
because of Jan.”
— Kathy Maher Lynch JD ’89, Cary, NC
“Not really a professor story, but it happened in Professor
Stephen Black’s Personal Income Tax class. After about fifteen
minutes of lecture, Bonnie Howard JD ’06 strode in to the
front of the class without warning and broke into a loud rendition of the refrain of “Greased Lighting” from the musical
Grease. She then walked to her seat and sat down. Professor
Black, who usually likes to be the funny one in class, had nothing
to say. It is my understanding that Bonnie made a fair amount
of money for the stunt. ”
— Andrew Brown JD ’07, Franklin, NH

“One of my most memorable moments at FPLC was with
Dane Buck, who was my tax law professor. One unseasonably warm fall afternoon while meeting with him in his office,
he told me the story of his coming to Franks. He said it was
the best decision he ever made and that he had no regrets
leaving the practice of law to teach. I still think of that afternoon and remind myself often to live life with no regrets and
chart a path that makes you happy. Dane had the right idea
and he is missed!”
— Kimberly Wieland, JD ’95, Madison, WI..
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Paula Jewell Retires
After more than 30 years of service to Pierce Law,
Paula Jewell (formerly Reinhard) retired from her
position as circulation supervisor in the law library on
January 31, 2008. Paula’s affiliation with the Pierce Law
started when she worked part-time in the library during
exams in the school’s first home on Mountain Road. By
1984 she was managing the circulation desk full-time and
for over 25 years she supervised and mentored hundreds of work-study students who were devoted to her.
Paula had the perfect blend of organization and diplomacy to handle the administrative and public service sides
of her job. Her creativity and her remarkable sense of
humor made Halloween, April Fool’s Day and National
Library Week memorable events at Pierce Law. Many
alumni and former employees returned for Paula’s
retirement party held appropriately on April 1, when
Dean John Hutson presented her with a garden bench
from her colleagues.
— Judith Gire, Library Director

44

“When asked about his creatively stylish sock wardrobe,
Dean Hutson remarked that unlike the office of JAG,
which is uniform in both mission and dress, his deanship
can now wear non-reg attire. So, what non-reg attire is
his favorite? Socks! Dean Hutson startles and entertains
students, faculty and staff with his colorful, offbeat,
mood-for-the-day sock selections.
— Stanley Kowalski JD ’05, Concord, NH

Jewell earned a BSED and MSED in art at
Eastern Illinois University. After moving to
New Hampshire, she taught art at Pembroke
Academy and evening painting classes at the
New Hampshire Technical Institute and in
the Merrimack Valley adult education
diploma program.

BY SHARON CALLAHAN

International Summer Programs
Enrich the Law School Experience
C H I N A I N T E L L E C T UA L P R O P E RT Y
SUMMER INSTITUTE
T S I N G H UA U N I V E R S I T Y S C H O O L
BEIJING, CHINA
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In October of 2002, Pierce Law’s Brian Moyer JD ’04 wrote,
“A Chinese proverb states ‘[a] road is made by people walking
on the ground.’ It means that success is achieved by going
where few others have gone before. For years Chinese law
students, lawyers, and patent agents have traveled from China
to attend Pierce Law, taking advantage of its expertise in intellectual property law. The path back to China, however, had not
been traveled until a group of intellectual property students
and professors from Pierce Law blazed a trail to Tsinghua
University School of Law in Beijing for the first annual China
Intellectual Property Summer Institute (CHIPSI).”
Twenty-five students from the United States and China
attended the inaugural program founded by Professor William
O. Hennessey JD ’86, with the assistance of the late Professor
Bruce E. Friedman who spearheaded connections with China
in 1997. This year’s CHIPSI program again offered the experience to 24 students from the United States and abroad.
Students spend four weeks taking classes and are provided
time to experience the rich culture of China outside of Beijing
and to visit the ancient city of Xi’an.
“This has been a collaborative effort between our institutions. It extends our educational boundaries, facilitating the
development of sound principles of international legal education.
An important goal is to increase understanding of how Chinese
law and culture are evolving,” says Hennessey. “Hopefully, it
will also lead to friendships that will last a lifetime.”
“It is crucial that United States and international law
students gain confidence and understanding in the field of
intellectual property law, and that they fully comprehend the
ramifications of intellectual property law on both nations’
economies and international relations. CHIPSI provides
students from both countries with the knowledge, expertise
and confidence they need to become effective professionals in
the area of law, which is increasingly international in scope.
Intellectual property issues, particularly trademark, counterfeiting and copyright piracy, are central to the normalization
of trade relations between the United States and China,”
explains Hennessey.
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P I E R C E L AW -U N I V E R S I T Y
COLLEGE CORK
E -L AW S U M M E R I N S T I T U T E
CORK, IRELAND
Selected as Ireland’s “University of the Year” in 2005-2006, the
University College Cork hosts Pierce Law’s e-Law Summer
Institute. The University has developed considerable expertise
in the fields of e-law and commercial law and provides a perfect
complement to Pierce Law’s extensive intellectual property
programs. This year, 24 students from the United States and
Ireland enrolled in the program.
The University, which has been at the forefront of developing online legal resources and integrating information technology into teaching and research programs, recently implemented a specialized LLM degree that builds on this expertise.
With its new e-Law Graduate Program, the University provides
an invaluable and unique learning experience for students
focused on the areas of commerce and technology.
“The e-Law Summer Institute, with its focus on the
emerging policy and law of the Information Age, is designed to
be a critical learning experience for the lawyer of the 21st
century, who must have a much greater understanding and
appreciation of the domestic and international aspects of this
growing and evolving body of law,” says Professor William
Murphy, director of the Institute.
Taught by faculty from both schools, this year’s Institute
curriculum included: Comparative IP for the Information Age,
which compares and contrasts current developments in intellectual property in both the European Union and the United
States; Comparative e-Commerce Law that examines various
policies and laws that are emerging to regulate information
age commercial transactions in the European Union and the
United States; Current Issues in Cyberlaw, which explores how
the European Union and the United States legal systems treat
the concepts of anonymity, defamation, hate speech, and freedom of expression; and European Union Legal and Political
Overview that provides a foundation for understanding how
the legal and political machinery of the European Union
operates. Students also visit the Cork Court.
For information, contact summerprograms @ piercelaw.edu.
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PIC FELLOWSHIP

C LA S S AC T I O N S

Fighting for Prisoners’ Rights in New Hampshire
B Y A M Y C H R I S T E N S E N ‘09

If you have seen The Shawshank Redemption, you
already have an idea of what it is like inside an old
New England prison. If you are not familiar with
the film, imagine high ancient brick walls and
barbed wire coiling around metal fences. Imagine
heavy doors slamming throughout cold dark hallways. If you listen closely from outside, you can
hear men shouting.This image of a prison will
frighten some and intrigue others. Until about a
year ago, I never really thought about prisons, and
I certainly had never contemplated stepping inside
of one. However, when the opportunity to tour the
New Hampshire State Prison arose in the fall of
my first year of law school, I jumped on it. I toured
the prison with Megan De Vorsey, director of
Pierce Law’s Social Justice Institute, and several of
my classmates.
The prison tour sparked my interest in learning
more about the prison system and the inmates.We
saw a great deal of the inner workings of the prison
and learned a lot about the every-day-life of the
prisoners. I became concerned about the conditions
of the prison and the treatment of the inmates.
After the tour, I began researching ways I could
help and how I could be involved. I was directed to
Alan Linder, an experienced attorney with New
Hampshire Legal Assistance (NHLA). Attorney
Linder represents prison inmates and won an
important class action lawsuit pertaining to mental
health programs and treatment in the prison
system. I expressed my interest in the subject to
Attorney Linder and others at NHLA, and we
discussed the possibility of working at NHLA for
the summer. I was fortunate to receive a PIC
Fellowship and the opportunity to work at NHLA.
Working with Attorney Linder opened my eyes to
the world inside the prison and the everyday struggles of inmates who suffer from mental illness in
addition to being incarcerated.The focus of my
work was to assist NHLA attorneys in monitoring
a court order that was the result of a lawsuit, which
set certain standards that the prison must meet
with regards to mental healthcare for the inmates.

I began by compiling a final tally of the class of prisoners that Attorney Linder represented. I determined whether inmates were receiving mental
health counseling, psychotropic medications, both,
or neither.This helped us to determine which
inmates would need to be interviewed, as well as
the next steps necessary in monitoring the court
order. I also attended meetings with administrators
from the prison and the New Hampshire
Department of Corrections. During those meetings
we discussed, as a team, how to improve the conditions and treatment plans for the inmates.
Additionally, I served on a legislative subcommittee
that focused on improving mental health care in
the corrections system.
The most interesting experience of my summer
fellowship was the opportunity to interview
inmates with Attorney Linder.While each meeting
was unique, every trip to the prison began in the
same way.We searched for a shady place to park
the car before we walked into the “lobby” of the
prison. Upon our arrival, we introduced ourselves
to the corrections officer and stated the purpose
of our visit to the prison that day. Each time, we
provided identification and knew that our drivers’
licenses would be waiting for us when we were
ready to leave. Although these frequent “checks”
were intimidating, we were always aware that they
served a very important purpose.
After the screening process, the corrections officer
led us to the location where we would meet “our”
inmate.The meeting place varied. Sometimes we
would meet inmates in the common visitors’ room;
sometimes, we would meet prisoners in a small
room in the Special Housing Unit or the Secure
Psychiatric Unit.
We met with several inmates and asked them
questions about their mental health treatment at
the prison and their personal experiences. Often
prior to meeting with the inmates, we reviewed
their medical records so that we could address
specific issues during the interviews.We asked
about the medications they were taking and for
Cont’d page 49
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P I C F E LL O W SH IP

There’s No Place Like Home
B Y M E G A N YA P L E ’09

A person’s home is sometimes everything he or she
has, and if taken away or lost, it can mean the end of
the world. Because I do not own a home, nor have
I ever had a problem paying rent or finding housing,
it was not until this past summer that I truly realized how important an issue housing can be.
Working as a Public Interest Coalition Fellow
at New Hampshire Legal Assistance (NHLA) in
Manchester, NH, during the summer of 2007,
opened my eyes to the legal issues that arise on a
daily basis for low-income individuals and families
with regard to their housing situations. Although I
conducted legal research on a daily basis on a
variety of topics, I spent much of my time on landlord/tenant, bankruptcy and home foreclosure
cases. After taking a semester of Property Law, I
felt I understood the general principles; however,
for some odd reason, I never believed that I would
encounter any real property issues. I thought to
myself, how often do adverse possession and rule
against perpetuities issues really arise? Little did I
know that by August, I would be eating my words.
This was not because I had dealt with an adverse
possession issue, but because the basic principles
of property, including the rights and duties of landlords and tenants, turned out to be the focus of my
summer fellowship.
From bed bugs to lead paint, NHLA deals with all
types of housing issues. I was fortunate to be able
to sit down with the attorneys there and discuss
housing cases on a weekly basis.At NHLA, the
lawyers discuss the cases and then divide and conquer. They have a deep commitment to solving
their clients’ problems, big or small.The issue could
be as big as someone’s apartment building being
uninhabitable, with the town administrator having to
condemn the building, and the Health Department
having to bring suit against the landlord to the daily
struggle of finding the homeless a place to sleep at
night. Issues of a person’s right to a fair administrative hearing to defend a Section 8 voucher are as
important as an immigrant’s desire to mediate with
a landlord regarding his/her belief that he/she was
discriminated against in a rent increase because of
ethnicity. No case is beyond their scope.

One of the cases I worked on involved a Somali
family that had been served with an eviction notice
for non-payment of rent.The family spoke only a
few words of English and relied on their thirteenyear-old daughter to give their bi-monthly rental
payments in cash to the landlord. Unfortunately,
there was not a signed lease, and after almost
three years of paying twice a month to make the
monthly rent, the landlord decided this course of
conduct was no longer adequate. He served them
with an eviction notice when they did not pay the
full amount on the first of the month.The attorney
I worked for was able to prove to the judge that
this course of payment had, in fact, formed a contract between the two parties, and that without
proper notice there was no legal way the tenants
could be evicted. As I sat in on the bench trial for
this case, I realized there was so much more I had
to learn; and I knew that what we were arguing for
was right and just.
Over the summer, I was also able to participate in
and research cases involving the recent housing
crisis and the boom in home foreclosures.The
burst of the housing bubble has forced many people
throughout the country to foreclose on their
homes. Often individuals, who have owned their
homes for over thirty years and who would usually
not require the assistance of agencies such as
NHLA, have come forward with legal problems
because they have gotten behind in their mortgage
payments. Once they receive notice of a foreclosure and learn that their homes will be put up for
auction, these people are desperate.
They are often approached by scammers who
convey a message that they can help save the family
and their home.What they don’t understand—
while they are signing lengthy contracts under possible duress, with little information and without a
lawyer—is that they are surrendering the title of
their home over to these companies.They believe
that after they become a renter, they will then be
able to buy their home back after a few years.
These companies then turn around and charge the
original homeowners a rent that is often much
higher than their original mortgage payments. Now,
Cont’d page 49
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FIGHTING FOR PRISONERS’ RIGHTS, cont’d from page 47

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME, cont’d from page 48

what purpose.We also asked if they were involved in any
counseling or programming in the prison. As in any situation,
we received both good news and bad news from the inmates
we interviewed.The outcomes of the interviews varied.
Sometimes we were satisfied, and other times we thought
that additional steps needed to be taken.

as tenants, the original homeowners have to pay this amount
of money over a period of time before they can “buy” their
homes back.

Personally, many of the interviews left me feeling sad and
helpless. But, at the same time it was very rewarding to be
able to meet with clients so early in my law career. I feel that
this experience has inspired me to continue working hard so
that I can help make a difference like Attorney Linder and his
fellow attorneys have done.

Unfortunately, many of these families are losing their homes
because they are unable to pay the rent and the scam artists
walk away with all the equity. I witnessed multiple cases of
this type during the summer. However, there is some hope
for the future. Governor John Lynch signed a bill, written
with the help of multiple NHLA attorneys, implementing
harsher penalties for foreclosure rescue scammers, including
a limit on how much equity they receive.

My summer experience provided me with a great deal of
satisfaction. I am pleased to have gained experience in the
legal field by assisting on such a project and happy to think
that my hard work may have helped an inmate receive
prescribed medication.

A home can be one person’s entire world. If that world is
lost or taken away because the individual is not knowledgeable of the laws, organizations like NHLA are there to help.
Although at times daunting, working with NHLA had its
rewards—I felt as though I was making a difference in the
lives of everyday people.

Christensen is working this summer for the Colorado Public
Defender in the Grand Junction regional office.

Yaple is working this summer at the Hillsborough County
Attorney’s Office.

PIERCE LAW AWARDS TEN PUBLIC INTEREST COALITION FELLOWSHIPS
Pierce Law recently awarded fellowships to ten students to perform pro bono legal work for nonprofit organizations
in New Hampshire and throughout the United States.The fellowships were made possible through the generous support
of sponsors, endowments and the school's Sixteenth Annual PIC Auction, which raised over $36,000 this year.
“The fellowships provide students with summer internships at nonprofit law firms and public sector offices that improve
access to justice for individuals and organizations,” according to Social Justice Institute Interim Director Megan De Vorsey.
Four of the 2008 Public Interest Fellows were awarded “named” scholarships, sponsored by law firms, organizations, or
individual donors. Students selected to receive this year’s fellowships were:
First year students:

Second-year students:

Mitchell Bragg, Arcade, NY
(Cindy Lonergan Fellow)
New Hampshire Legal Assistance

Megan Douglass, Ardmore, PA
Hillsborough County Prosecutor’s Office

Elizabeth Lahey, Laconia, NH
(Orr & Reno Fellow)
Civil Division of the New Hampshire Attorney
General’s Office;
James O’Shaughnessy, Manchester, NH
New Hampshire National Education Association
Hanna Wason, Hampton, NH
(New Hampshire Bar Foundation Fellow)
New Hampshire Legal Assistance.

Andrea Lamy, Manchester, NH
Eviction Defense Collaborative, San Francisco, CA
Tyler Obenauf, Fairport, NY,
Georgia Capital Defender, Atlanta, GA
Jessica Roche, Chevy Chase, MD
(Johnson Fellow)
Monroe County Legal Assistance, Rochester, NY
Kiera Slye, Fairport, NY
Public Defender Services,Washington, DC
Alex Witteveld, Indianapolis, IN,
Colorado Legal Services.
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IN THE GLOBAL INTEREST
B Y D R . S TA N L E Y K OWA L S K I JD ’05, V I S I T I N G S C H O L A R

Pierce Law’s Intellectual Property Research Tools team conducted a patent
research project on HIV-1 for the Public-sector Intellectual Property
Resource for Agriculture (PIPRA). Pictured (l.-rt.) are Yu-Hui (Lisa)
Sung ’09, Weonmee Park MIP ’08, Bum Rae Cho ’09, Michelle Windom ’09
and Arshdeep Sidhu MIP ’08.
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Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) has been responsible for more than 25 million deaths worldwide since its
emergence in 1981. Of the approximately 11,000 new cases
identified each day an estimated 60% are diagnosed in the
developing countries of Sub-Saharan Africa. The immense
morbidity and mortality rates, and the public health expense
to governments caused by HIV-1, places an enormous social
and economic toll on countries. Despite significant global
investment in research and development, a preventative vaccine
against HIV-1 remains elusive due to HIV-1’s ability to evade
the immune system.
Pierce Law is now working with the Public-sector
Intellectual Property Resource for Agriculture (PIPRA), an
organization that seeks to facilitate access to intellectual
property in order to foster international development, to
build a publicly available, user-friendly online HIV-1 vaccine
patent database.
The database will be composed of both issued patents
and published applications that are pertinent to the global
patent landscape for HIV vaccine-related technologies.
Technologies covered will be any that might impact the worldwide research, development, commercialization or deployment
of a vaccine. Due to the nefarious nature of the HIV virus
(its capacity to evade the body’s defenses, attack the immune
system, invade human DNA and rapidly evolve), an effective
vaccine presents a complex technological challenge; therefore
the scope of required methodologies and inputs will likely be
extensive and hence difficult to predict. For example, it will be
necessary to consider various vaccine types (DNA, peptide,
inactivated virus, etc.), vaccination strategies (booster regimens,
immune enhancers, etc.) and vaccination delivery procedures
(injection, gene gun, patches, oral administration, etc.). Many
of these technologies are proprietary and are either patented or
subject matter in patent applications.
By providing information that will help minimize the
risk of global intellectual property constraints, yet maximize
sustainable global impact, this database will assist scientists and
policy-makers in making informed decisions regarding the
research, development, commercialization and global deployment of efficacious HIV-1 vaccines. This work, conducted as
part of an upper level Intellectual Property Research Tools
course taught by Professor Jon Cavicchi JD ’84/LLM ’99,
resulted in a patent literature educational resource produced
by the students that serves as both a graded report and a
document delivered to PIPRA. The document contains the
raw material for building the database.

The Pierce Law Intellectual Property Research Tools
team included Bum Rae Cho ’09, Weonmee Park MIP ’08
(read her profile on page 38), Arshdeep Sidhu MIP ’08,
Yu-Hui (Lisa) Sung ’09 and Michelle Windom ’09. The team
conducted a preliminary assessment of the patent landscape
database, identifying patents related to DNA vaccines and the
prime boost vaccination strategy. Initial searches of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office, Delphion and
GenomeQuest patent database searching for patents related
to HIV-1 DNA vaccines identified 2284 potential patent
documents. This was further distilled into a subset of 307
patent documents, of which additional scrutiny identified 174
relevant documents. Interestingly, the Pierce Law team discovered that the public sector, represented by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services, appears to own
the largest percentage of patents and patent applications
associated with DNA vaccines and HIV-1. Chiron Corporation,
and Merck own the second and third largest portion of
patents. Further analysis is needed to determine if there are
any potential patent thickets.
This project is yet another example of how Pierce Law,
via its tradition of practice-based scholarship, continues to
transform challenges into opportunities, and in this manner
creates solutions to the intellectual property, technology
transfer and legal impediments restricting access to
innovative products urgently needed for improving
public health. This, in turn, advances social justice by
facilitating equitable access to essential innovations in
health and agricultural, and promotes the global
public interest by improving basic health, especially
among the poor of developing countries, disproportionately represented by women and children.
Through its innovative programs, Pierce
Law continues to simultaneously promote the
international rule of law, social justice and
the greater global public interest. The development of an efficacious HIV vaccine, particularly
one that could be widely and efficiently administered in SubSaharan Africa, would, arguably, advance social justice and
serve the greater global public interest.

In addition to these activities, Dr. Jaya Murthy Josyula
MIP ’07 continues to provide pro-bono services to PIPRA.
This summer she is directing a patent portfolio analysis of
PIPRA’s collective intellectual property, containing key technologies in agriculture. This analysis will uncover the public
sector’s strengths and provide the basis for how the comprehensive public sector portfolio of technologies can be better
managed and used to support global agricultural development.
(Read her profile on page 37.)
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New Hampshire Supreme Court Justice Linda S. Dalianis Delivers
Commencement Address to Class of 2008

New Hampshire Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice Linda S. Dalianis

New Hampshire Supreme
Court Senior Associate Justice
Linda S. Dalianis addressed the
graduating class at commencement exercises held in May.
Professor Albert “Buzz”
Scherr was selected by the students to deliver the faculty
address. Erik Moskowitz of
Blue Point, NY, and Arshdeep
Sidhu of Chandigarh, India,
were selected by their classmates as student speakers.
Christine Boisvert, administrative assistant to the registrar and student services
office was chosen to receive
the staff recognition award for
outstanding service to students.
Justice Dalianis is the
first woman to hold a seat on
the New Hampshire Supreme
Court. Prior to her appoint-
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ment by Governor Jeanne
Shaheen in 2000, Justice
Dalianis had served for almost
20 years on the Superior
Court bench, both as an
Associate Justice and as Chief
Justice. She is now the Senior
Associate Justice on the
Supreme Court.
During her long career
in the Judicial Branch, Justice
Dalianis has been a member
of numerous influential committees that shape the day-today work of the courts, the
Supreme Court Rules and
Legislation Committees, and
the Superior Court committees on guardians, marital
master and alternative dispute
resolution. She is also a longtime member of the New

Hampshire Bar Association
Committee on Cooperation
with the Courts.
Justice Dalianis is chair
of the Family Division
Implementation Committee,
which was appointed by Chief
Justice John T. Broderick Jr. to
study the delivery of court
services in family law cases,
and also the chair of the
Judicial Branch Dispute
Resolution Committee, which
was appointed by Chief
Justice Broderick to study
system-wide development of
alternative dispute resolution
services.
She is a graduate of
Northeastern University and
Suffolk
University
Law
School.

Pierce Law founder Dr. Robert H. Rines (center) with members of the first class and Board of Trustees,
Douglas J. Wood JD ’76 (l.), chair, and James E. Conway JD ’76.

NEWSBRIEFS

Pierce Law Ranks Among the Nation’s Top Five Schools
for the Study of Intellectual Property Law
Pierce Law was ranked among
the nation’s top five law
schools for the study of intellectual property by U.S. News
& World Report. Pierce Law
is joined in the 2009
edition of America’s Best
Graduate Schools by the
University of CaliforniaBerkeley, Stanford University,
George Washington University
and Columbia University.
Pierce Law is one of the
nation’s few independent law

schools to achieve top ranking
in a specialty area. “We have
been very successful in maintaining our enviable position
in intellectual property even as
this fast-growing field has
attracted the attention of
many large, well-known law
schools,” says Pierce Law
President and Dean John D.
Hutson.
Hutson points to the
school’s small student-faculty
ratios and cohesive atmos-

phere as foundational to the
high ranking. “Our success
over the years is due to two
irreplaceable elements: great
faculty and great students.”
Pierce Law offers the
most extensive intellectual
property law curriculum in
the United States through
its Germeshausen Center for
the Law of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. Home to
the nation’s largest Intellectual
Property
faculty
and

January 25, 2008 at Southern
New Hampshire Medical
Center. He was 87.
Born on January 4,1921
in Cleveland OH, he was the
eldest of seven children.
Following his graduation from MIT with a degree
in applied physics, he enlisted
in the Navy as an ensign in
1942. He met his future wife,
Claire T. Heckmann, a Marine
officer, while they were both
radar school students at MIT.
In 1945, they were married.
After the war, he worked for
Curtiss Wright in Columbus,
OH, before joining Raytheon
in Massachusetts to work on
missile technology.
In 1951, he and ten former Raytheon employees
founded Sanders Associates, a
Nashua-based
electronics
defense contractor, which
grew to become New
Hampshire’s largest employer.
He served as a director, corporate scientist and vice president, overseeing the company’s electronics design and

intelligence system division.
He developed Sanders’ charitable donation program,
which sparked his lifelong
interest in philanthropy.
Sanders was acquired by
Lockheed in 1986 and sold to
BAE Systems in 2000.
From 1973 to 1977 he
served at the Pentagon as a
deputy assistant secretary of
defense for intelligence and
warning.
After
leaving
Washington, DC, he became a
consultant, investor and
board member in many startup businesses. He was the
founder of the legendary
Breakfast Club, an angel
investor group that focused
on New England’s young
entrepreneurs. He devoted
much of his time and financial backing to charitable
causes. He served on the
boards of many other educational institutions, including
Daniel Webster College,
Rivier College and Southern
New Hampshire University.

In Memoriam
MORTON E. GOULDER

Morton E. Goulder, philanthropist, education supporter,
businessman, 2007 Greater
Nashua
Chamber
of
Commerce Citizen of the Year
and member of the Pierce Law
Board of Trustees, died

Intellectual Property law
library, the Germeshausen
Center provides students and
scholars with unsurpassed
opportunity for in-depth
study of patent, trademark,
trade secret, licensing, copyright, computer/internet law,
and related fields.
“Our students come
from all over the U.S. and the
world, more than 40 states and
24 nations are represented in
our 460-member student
body right now, to study with
our experienced faculty and
to collaborate with other
students, building relationships that continue through
their careers.”
“Intellectual property is
not the only story at Pierce
Law, though,” says Hutson.
“Social justice, commerce
and technology, international
law—all our programs educate
lawyers who can leave our
Concord campus client-ready
and prepared to contribute to
the legal system locally,
nationally and globally.”
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Professor John Orcutt to Chair Statewide Committee
Professor John Orcutt was
recently elected chair of
New Hampshire’s “EPSCoR”
Statewide Committee.
New Hampshire became
a member state in the
National Science Foundation’s
Experimental Program to
Stimulate Competitive Research
(EPSCoR) in 2004. Its goal is
to maximize science and technology resources through
partnerships among universi-

ties, industries, state government, and federal R&D agencies and operates on the principle that aiding researchers
and institutions in securing
federal funding will develop a
state’s research infrastructure
and
advance
economic
growth. EPSCoR status is
awarded to states that traditionally have received lower
levels of federal research
funding.

Orcutt’s classes and
research at Pierce Law focus
heavily on entrepreneurialism
and what is needed to create
more entrepreneurial environments. Orcutt is also a
founder of Pierce Law’s
International
Technology
Transfer Institute that focuses
on improving the marketplace distribution of technology in countries with low
technology flow. Orcutt is a

Dean John D. Hutson was a guest panelist at the “Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and
the Constitution” held in March at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, PA.
Named in honor of the late, award-winning news anchor and friend of the National
Constitution Center, the annual conference for professional and student journalists is
intended to create a deep understanding of the Constitution and its importance in our
everyday lives. Hutson participated in an off-the-record conversation about interrogation
and the Geneva Accords, moderated by National Public Radio (NPR) Legal Affairs
Correspondent Nina Totenberg. Panelists pictured are (l.-rt.): Professor John Yoo, of the
University of California, Berkeley Law School, Larry Thompson, former deputy assistant
attorney general in the Bush Administration, NPR’s Nina Totenberg, Brigadier General
David R. Irvine, retired Army Reserve strategic intelligence officer, and Dean John D. Hutson.
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former capital markets attorney and served as a senior
investment banker with a
Silicon Valley investment
bank that focused on venture
capital-backed start-ups.
New
Hampshire’s
Statewide Committee brings
representation from all major
areas of postsecondary education, as well as industry and
government, to the state’s
EPSCoR initiatives. Orcutt
notes,
“The
Statewide
Committee sees its role as
being the lead organization to
advance the state’s science and
technology infrastructure so
that New Hampshire’s academic and private institutions
increase their national and
global competitiveness in both
research and development.”
Since 2005, more than
$12.46 million EPSCoR grants
have been awarded to the
University of New Hampshire,
Dartmouth College, Plymouth
State University, Colby-Sawyer
College, White Mountains
Community College, the NH
Innovation Research Center
and three small companies.
These grants have been awarded by the National Science
Foundation, the Department
of Energy, the Department of
Defense and the National
Aeronautics
and
Space
Administration.
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First Daniel Webster Scholars Sworn in at New Hampshire
Supreme Court
receive constant peer feedback, and compile a portfolio
of work. Four times during
their second and third years,
students are required to
demonstrate their ability to
practice law by submitting
their portfolios to the bar
examiners, who also orally
examine the students during
their last semester. The next
class of Webster Scholars will
graduate in 2009.

Pierce Law’s first class of Daniel Webster Scholars was sworn in at the New Hampshire Supreme Court prior
to graduation. Pictured are: front row (l. to rt.) Crystal Maldonado, Ashley Hulse, Lauren Crisera, Rebecca
Cotterell and Melinda Siranian. Back row (l. to rt.) Professor John Garvey, director of the Daniel Webster
Scholar Honors Program; Anthony Galdieri, Milan Patel, Justin Maleson, Jennifer Gibson, Sabin Maxwell,
Conrad Cascadden, Cynthia Mousseau and Dean John D. Hutson.

Thirteen members of Pierce
Law ’s class of 2008 passed the
New Hampshire bar exam and
were sworn in at the New
Hampshire Supreme Court
one day prior to graduation.
They all participated in Pierce
Law’s first-in-the-nation program offering law students a
two-year method of bar examination rather than taking the
traditional two-day bar exam
following graduation.
“This is a wonderful
time,” said Professor John B.
Garvey, who directs the
Daniel Webster Scholar
Honors Program. “When I
was asked to undertake this
journey in 2005, it was just a
great idea. However, thanks to
a lot of help from judges,

lawyers, stenographers, lay
people, Pierce Law administrators, faculty and staff, it is
now a great program. Many
schools around the nation are
already showing a strong
interest in what we are doing,
and the high quality of these
graduating Webster Scholars
demonstrates that law students can be mentored to be
client-ready.”
The 13 graduating
Webster Scholars are: Conrad
Cascadden, Hampstead, NH;
Rebecca Cotterell, Yardley,
PA; Lauren Crisera, Idaho
Falls,
Idaho;
Anthony
Galdieri, Clark Summit,
PA;
Jennifer
Gibson,
Londonderry, NH; Ashley
Hulse,
Moultonborough,

NH; Crystal Maldonado,
Londonderry, NH; Justin
Maleson, Reisterstown, MD;
Sabin Maxwell, Colebrook,
NH; Cynthia Mousseau,
Plattsburg, NY; Milan Patel,
Parsippany, NJ; Melinda
Siranian, Wilmot, NH; and
Joshua Wyatt, Hope Mills, NC.
Praised by members of
the Carnegie Institute’s new
legal education initiative on
the future of law school curricula, the program provides
students with a “better bar
exam.” It requires students to
take a rigorous curriculum of
simulations, clinical work and
externships. Webster Scholars
write reflective papers regarding their developing professional skills and judgment,

Dean Hutson
Appears in
Academy
Award-Winning
Documentary
An interview with Dean John
D. Hutson regarding torture
and interrogation techniques
is featured in this year’s
Academy
Award-winning
documentary Taxi to the Dark
Side. The film’s creators
received the honor at the 80th
Academy Awards.
The film tells the story
of a young taxi driver who
was arrested in 2002 by the
American military while carrying passengers in a deserted
area of Afghanistan. He was
taken to Bagram Air Base and
found dead five days later.
The mystery surrounding his
death by beating provided the
basis for the documentary
made by Australian producer
Eva Orner and writer-director
Alex Gibney, a journalist
turned filmmaker.
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Slate Magazine’s Dahlia Lithwick Guest Lecturer at Bownes Forum
“‘Supreme Changes’—
How Supreme Court Press
Coverage has Changed in a
Few Short Years” was the focus
of a presentation by Dahlia
Lithwick, senior editor and
legal correspondent for Slate
magazine and guest lecturer at
this year’s Judge Hugh H.
Bownes Forum on Civil
Rights held in April.
Lithwick writes a column entitled “Supreme Court
Dispatches” for Slate, an
online magazine. Her work
has appeared in the New York
Times, the New Republic, Elle,
the Ottawa Citizen, and the
Washington Post. In 2001, she
received the Online News
Association’s award for online
commentary.
Lithwick is co-author
of Me v. Everybody: Absurd

Contracts for an Absurd World,
a legal humor book and I Will
Sing Life: Voices from the Hole
in the Wall Gang Camp, a book
about seven children from
Paul Newman’s camp who
have life threatening illnesses.
Before joining Slate,
Lithwick worked for a family
law firm in Reno, NV, and
clerked for Chief Judge Procter
Hug of the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. She holds a
BA degree in English from Yale
University and JD degree from
Stanford Law School.
Pierce Law established
the Judge Hugh H. Bownes
Forum on Civil Rights in 1992
as an annual commemoration
of the writing of the Bill of
Rights. Named after United
States First Circuit Court Judge
Hugh H. Bownes, the Forum is

Pierce Law’s annual renewal of
its dedication to the protection
of individual rights and liber-

ties, and its testimonial to a
man whose life’s work was
committed to these ideals.

Slate magazine’s Dahlia Lithwick (l.) and Interim Director of the Social
Justice Institute Megan De Vorsey at the Bownes Forum.

2008–2009 Schweitzer Fellows Announced

56

Saurabh Vishnubkahat ’10

Hanna Wason ’10

Two Pierce Law students were
recently selected as 2008–2009
Albert Schweitzer Fellows by
the NH/VT Schweitzer Fellows
Program.

Both first year law students, Saurabh Vishnubkahat
of Lilburn, GA, and Hanna
Wason of Hampton, NH,
were named “Fellows for Life”

and will now join students
from Dartmouth Medical
School, the Thayer School of
Engineering and Vermont
Law School in the Vermont–
New Hampshire component
of this international program.
As Schweitzer Fellows, they
will work with local community agencies to carry out a
project that addresses the
needs of local residents. Each
will contribute 200 hours of
direct service. Vishnubkahat,
who earned a BS degree in
biochemistry from Georgia
Institute of Technology, will
assist on website and intranet
development for nonprofit
organizations in the Concord
area. Wason holds a BA degree

in English from Mt. Holyoke
College and will work on policy and qualitative research on
issues of concern to persons
with disabilities.
The mission of The
Albert Schweitzer Fellowship
is to reduce disparities in
health and healthcare by
developing “leaders in service.”
These leaders are individuals
who are dedicated and skilled
in helping underserved communities, and who influence
and inspire others by example.
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Pierce Law Celebrates World Intellectual Property Day
Pierce Law joined institutions
worldwide and the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), a specialized
agency of the United Nations,
in
celebrating
World
Intellectual Property Day,
held each year on April 26.
A special reception for
participants attending Pierce
Law’s 10th Comprehensive
Patent Cooperation Treaty
Seminar was held. A proclamation from New Hampshire
Governor John Lynch was
presented.
Initiated by WIPO in
2000, World Intellectual
Property Day seeks to increase
public understanding of what
Intellectual Property really
means, and to demonstrate
how the Intellectual Property
system fosters not only music,
arts and entertainments, but
also all the products and technological innovations that
help to shape our world.
Specific goals include: raising
awareness of how patents,
copyright, trademarks and
designs impact on daily life;
increasing understanding of
how protecting Intellectual
Property rights helps promote
creativity and innovation; celebrating creativity, and the
contribution made by creators and innovators to the
development of societies
across the globe and encouraging respect for the
Intellectual Property rights
of others.

Guest speakers David Reed and Carol Bidwell, consultants from the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) office of the PCT, addressed participants at Pierce Law’s Tenth Comprehensive Patent Cooperation
(PCT) Treaty Seminar held in April. They are pictured with Professor Karl Jorda (far rt.) prior to the presentation of the Governor’s proclamation honoring World Intellectual Property Day.

Students Win Best Oral Argument in Eastern
Region Competition of the Saul K. Lefkowitz
Moot Court Competition
Pierce Law second-year
students, Daniel Landau of
Chester, NH, and Michael
Farah of Arlington, TX, won
“Best Oral Argument” at this
year’s
Eastern
Region
Competition of the Saul K.
Lefkowitz
Moot
Court
Competition held in New
York City.
Second-year students
Heather Devine of Nashua,
NH, and Kristin Scaduto of

Georgetown, MA, also participated in the regional competition. The teams were
coached
by
third-year
students Brandt Madsen of
Mesa, AZ, and Raman
Bharatula of Salem, NH.
The competition is
sponsored by the Brand
Names Education Foundation,
the educational complement
to the International Trademark Association, and is

intended to introduce law
students to the varied issues
involving trademark law and
unfair competition. The competition bears the name of
Saul Lefkowitz who served for
more than 30 years in the
United States Patent and
Trademark Office.
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Graduating Students Receive Awards
Pierce Law honored six graduating students with special
recognition awards. The awards
are given annually prior to
commencement.
Jennifer Reed of Gilbert,
AZ, received the National
Association of Women Lawyers
Award, presented to the law
student who contributes to
the advancement of women in
society, promotes issues and
concerns of women in the
legal profession, exhibits
motivation, tenacity and
enthusiasm, demonstrates
academic achievement, and
earns the respect of the dean
and faculty.

Andrea
Reed
of
Chelmsford, MA, was selected
to receive the American Bar
Association and Bureau of
National Affairs, Inc. Award
for Excellence. The award
honors superior academic
performance and is given to a
student for study in one of
three areas of law; labor and
employment,
intellectual
property or health law.
Luke
Webster
of
Manchester, NH, received the
American Law InstituteAmerican Bar Association
Award, presented to a law student in the graduating class
who best represents a combi-

nation of scholarship and
leadership.
Lauren Crisera of Minot,
ND, and Joseph Tessier of
Nashua, NH, were both
given the Howard James
Nedved
Commencement
Award presented to a graduating student who participated
in the Association of Trial
Lawyers of America Student
Trial Advocacy Competition
and the National Trial
Competition; and who has
participated in the Bar Review
and has applied to take the bar
exam in any state.
Peter Keane of Newark,
DE, received the Yacos Prize

honoring the memory of
Judge James E. Yacos who sat
on the bench of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court in New
Hampshire for 15 years. It is
awarded to the Pierce Law
student who has shown
exceptional merit in an area of
commercial legal studies.
Weonmee Park of
Seoul, Korea, received the
Graduate Student Award,
given to the Pierce Law graduate student who demonstrates
exemplary leadership and
global perspective by teaching, learning or contributing
productively to a global legal
system.

Pierce Law Students Compete in National Trial Competition
Four students participated in
the Northeast Regional of the
32nd Annual National Trial
Competition held in Hartford,
CT.
Participants included
third-year students Ashley
Hulse and Luke Webster, who
finished with a 1-2 record in
the preliminary round, and
Lauren Crisera and Joseph
Tessier who won 3-0 in the
preliminary round, advancing
to the semi-finals as the topranked team. Crisera and
Tessier also won their semifinal round, but lost in the
finals in an exceptionally close
battle, 2-1.
“The National Trial
Competition (NTC) is one of
the oldest and most prestigious mock trial competitions
in the United States. Every
ABA-accredited law school in
the country is invited to compete,” says Professor Albert
‘Buzz’ Scherr, director of
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Pierce Law’s Trial Advocacy
Program.
According to Scherr,
“This is the third consecutive
year Pierce Law has placed a
team in the regional finals,
and the fourth time in the last

six years. Pierce Law has
become known throughout
the New England law school
region for the very high quality
of its teams every year.”
Jacalyn Colburn JD ’96,
director of legal services at the

New Hampshire Public
Defender
Program
and
adjunct professor of law at
Pierce Law, coached the teams.

Pictured are (l.-rt.) Luke Webster ’08, Ashley Hulse ’08, Lauren Crisera ’08 and Joseph Tessier ’08.

FACULTY IN ACTION
Around the Globe
In May, Visiting Professor
Karen Hersey taught in The
Innovative University Program
in Nicaragua and lectured to
various university and governmental groups in Nicaragua.

In June, Professor Kimberly
Kirkland presented a paper
entitled “Firm Management’s
Influence on Lawyers’ Ethics
in Practice” as part of a session on micro and macro
analysis of the Contemporary
Legal Market at the 2008
Annual Joint Meeting of The
Law and Society Association
and the Canadian Law and
Society Association held in
Montreal. In July, she presented a paper entitled “Designed
and De Facto Implementation
of Ethical Norms in Large
Law Firms” at the Third
International Legal Ethics
Conference held in Gold
Coast, Queensland, Australia.

Professor Mary Wong

In March, Professor Mary Wong
was a guest lecturer at the
5th Annual Asian Intellectual
Property Law and Policy Day:
The Developing Legal
Ecosystem for Intellectual
Property in Asia and the 16th
Annual Fordham International
Intellectual Property Law and
Policy Conference, both held
at Fordham Law School in
New York. The Conference
drew 139 speakers from 19
countries and a total of 375
participants from 31 countries. Wong delivered a paper
on “Comparative National
Implementations of Articles 6
and 8 of the World Intellectual
Property Organization
Copyright Treaty.” She was
also a guest on two panels;
one on copyright models in a
Web 2.0 world, and the other
on copyright infringement
cases against individual peerto-peer downloaders.

Professor Kimberly Kirkland

Thomas Bunnell, director of
Pierce Law’s Institute for Health,
Law and Ethics, presented a
program on “State Children’s
Health Insurance Program:
Public Policy Options and
Opportunities” at a conference of the New England
Alliance for Children’s Health
held in April in Lowell, MA.

Across the Nation
Thomas Bunnell, director of
Pierce Law’s Institute for Health,
Law and Ethics, was recently
appointed to the New
Hampshire Task Force on
Health Coverage Expansion
and Reform. Newly created
by the New Hampshire
Legislature, the Task Force is
charged with exploring
options for health insurance
coverage that is affordable,
sensible and just.
Professor Karl Jorda delivered
the 2008 Foulston Siefkin
Lecture on the thirtieth
anniversary of this lecture
series at Washburn University
School of Law, Topeka, KS,
in February. He lectured on
“Patent/Trade Secret
Complementariness —An
Unsuspected Synergism,”
which will also be published
in an issue of the Washburn
Law Journal. Previous Foulston
Siefkin lecturers have included Judge Alex Kozinski, Dean
Mark Sargent and Professors
Jeffrey Rosen, Marc Steinberg
and Erwin Chemerinski.
Professor Kimberly Kirkland
participated on a panel
entitled, “Good Culture:
Moving Beyond Loss
Prevention in Law Firms” in
May at the ABA Center for
Professional Responsibility
34th National Conference
held in Boston, MA.
Associate Dean Susan Richey
and Professor Mary Wong
attended the 2008 Intellectual
Property Roundtable held in
February at Drake University
Law School. The Roundtable
brings together intellectual

property scholars to present
their latest research for discussion with and feedback from
their peers. It featured participants from the United States
as well as Canada, Finland,
Italy, and the United Kingdom.

Professor Albert “Buzz” Scherr

Professor Albert “Buzz” Scherr
participated at a roundtable
discussion of the challenges
involved in United States
government’s use of biometric
data for counter-terrorism and
homeland security at the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies in
Washington, DC, in April.
Also in attendance were government officials and experts
who assess privacy and other
issues affecting cooperation
among government organizations involved in the collection,
sharing and analysis of biometric data for counter-terrorism purposes.
Professor Sophie Sparrow conducted a faculty development
workshop entitled “Describing
the Ball: Using Rubrics to
Improve and Assess Student
Learning” for professors at
Washburn University School
of Law, Topeka, KS, in
February.

59

CAREER SERVICES
B Y K AT I E S C H E N D E L JD ’96, A S S I S TA N T D E A N

AND

C O -D I R E C T O R

A quick look back at the last twenty years of graduates’ starting salaries
1987
Top-Grossing Movie:

Three Men and a Baby

Top-Rated TV Show:

The Cosby Show

Top-Rated Single:

Walk Like an Egyptian, The Bangles

Top Pierce Law Starting Salary:

$53,500

1997
Top-Grossing Movie:

Titanic

Top-Rated TV Show:

ER

Top-Rated Single:

Candle in the Wind, Elton John

Top Pierce Law Starting Salary:

$90,000

2007
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Top-Grossing Movie:

Spider-Man 3

Top-Rated TV Show:

American Idol

Top-Rated Single:

Irreplaceable, Beyonce

Top Pierce Law Starting Salary:

$160,000

Class of 1987

25%ile

Median

75%ile

Overall Starting Salary

$22,000

$26,812

$35,000

Class of 1997

25%ile

Median

75%ile

Overall Starting Salary

$32,200

$48,000

$67,000

Class of 2007

25%ile

Median

75%ile

Overall Starting Salary

$50,000

$100,000

$140,000

Private Practice

$65,000

$130,000

$150,000

Business

$35,000

$69,000

$70,000

Judicial Clerkship

$39,000

$42,000

$48,000

Public Interest

$42,200

$44,000

$54,200

OF

C A R E E R S E RV I C E S

DEVELOPMENT NEWS
B Y L AU R A S. C H A N E Y, I N T E R I M D I R E C T O R

OF

D EV E LO P M E N T

Philanthropy in Action 1973–2008
Throughout the years, the Pierce Law community has demonstrated its belief in the power of the Pierce Law education
through philanthropy. Over and over again we hear pride in
the voices of graduates like Gaurav Miglani LLM ’06, “If I can
do something for the school, and pay back even a scintilla of
what I have taken from it, I would feel myself to be privileged.”
From students to alumni, faculty, staff and friends, to law firms
and corporations, we continually see the value of the Pierce
Law experience expressed through heartfelt acts of giving.
Founder Dr. Robert Rines changed the life of Nancy
Richards-Stower JD ’76: “In 1974, I had lost my Maine
student loans by getting married (a function of the residency
laws) and had lost my waitress job (after complaining about
minimum wage violations). Speaking with Dean Rines to ask

In 2007, Orr & Reno, P.A. of Concord, NH, empowered
Christopher Paul JD ’09 to experience public interest law:
“As the Orr & Reno Fellow, I was given the opportunity to
develop legal research and writing skills, gain a fresh perspective
on public service and actually contribute to the Attorney
General’s mission. I can’t thank the generous benefactors
enough. Without this support (Public Interest Coalition
Fellowship gift), many of us would be forced to forego such
important non-paying (public interest) internships in order
to pay the bills.”
This year, the Pierce Law faculty and staff pooled their gifts
to create the “Faculty and Staff Scholarship Fund.” Acting on
their core value of supporting Pierce Law students’ success,
this new fund will provide a scholarship to a 2L student with
financial need.

about readmission, Bob asked me what I needed. I replied

Your gifts to the Pierce Law Annual Fund each year enrich the

‘$1500 p/semester.’ Bob exclaimed, ‘Great!’ ‘Why is that great?’

Pierce Law experience. Your gifts to scholarship funds empower

Bob's gleeful answer changed my life: ‘I need a research assis-

a student’s dream. Your gifts to the Loan Repayment Assistance

tant this summer and my budget is exactly $1500; and in the

Fund enable graduates to pursue their goals of serving in the

fall, FPLC needs a part time receptionist! You’re hired!’ ‘Then

public’s interest. Your gifts to endowment ensure the future of

the founder of FPLC pulled out his personal checkbook.’

the Franklin Pierce Law Center. Your gifts bring to life the

In 1998, 166 donors created the Robert M. Benson Memorial

accomplishments of Pierce Law alumni across the globe.

Fund that helps students like Brett Krueger JD ’06 fulfill

Congratulations on 35 years of providing excellent legal educa-

their dreams: “As the recipient of the Robert Benson scholar-

tion made possible through your acts of philanthropy.

ship, I would like to thank everyone who contributed and
made this scholarship possible. This scholarship provides me
with additional confidence in my abilities to succeed. I greatly
appreciate the financial assistance, easing the burden of tuition
for my wife and me.”
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ALUMNI OFFICE NEWS

Supporting Global Alumni Networks and Alumni Relationships that Last a Lifetime
BY SHARON CALLAHAN, INTERIM DIRECTOR

OF

A LU M N I R E L AT I O N S

This year’s alumni receptions have been terrific! We are
delighted that so many of you have taken the opportunity to
visit with us and your classmates at receptions held throughout the country and around the world. Special thanks to Judge
Kenneth Brown JD ’78 for organizing a very successful New
Hampshire CLE Day.
Thank you, too, for the many ways you have offered support
to Pierce Law, from hosting alumni events to assisting the
Career Services Office, to investing your financial resources
and expertise.
We invite you to visit the campus in 2008 and see first-hand
the tremendous building renovations that have taken place.
And be sure to keep up-to-date on alumni events in your area
by visiting the alumni web pages at http://www.piercelaw.edu/
alumni/.

Alumni Online Community
Register today at www.piercelaw.onlinecommunity.com. Join
over 1,600 alumni members currently registered. Create a
business card for networking. Update your profile. Fellow
alumni want to find you! We are in the process of improving
the capabilities of our alumni online community. Watch for
announcements.

Stay Connected
Update your contact information online at www.piercelaw.edu/
alumni. Click on “Alumni Contact Update Form.”

Host an Alumni Event
Contact the Office of Alumni Relations if you would like
information about hosting an alumni event in your area.
Email alumni@piercelaw.edu or call (603) 513-5151.
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Alumni Chapters
Thank you to Trustee Gloria Isla MIP ’88 of Mexico City,
Mexico, for leading efforts to formalize the Mexico Alumni
Chapter. In addition to supporting the alumni network, the
principal interest of the chapter is to promote Pierce Law to
future students and to increase the importance and knowledge
of intellectual property. With the help of its officers, the
Mexico Alumni Chapter is actively planning activities and
organizing Pierce Law alumni representatives in their country.
If you are interested in founding a chapter in your country,
please let us know.

Photo Gallery
This issue’s photo gallery highlights alumni receptions held in:
Concord, NH, during the Mid Winter Meeting of the New
Hampshire Bar Association; Brunswick, ME; Burlington, VT;
Mexico City; and Berlin, Germany during this year’s INTA
conference. Also featured are photos from the annual
Champagne Toast, celebrating the graduates of 2008 and the
Fourth Annual Pierce Law Golf Tournament held to raise
funds for the Loan Repayment Assistance Program. Special
thanks to Suzanne Watson JD ’93 for bringing together
Bowdoin College students and Pierce Law alumni for a reception in Brunswick, ME, and arranging a showing of the
Academy Award-winning documentary Taxi to the Dark Side,
featuring an interview with Dean John D. Hutson. Additional
thanks to Gloria Isla MIP ’88 and Visiting Professor Jeffrey
Hawley for hosting a reception in Mexico City, to S. Crocker
Bennett II JD ’78 for his assistance in helping to arrange the
first Vermont alumni reception, and to Kristoffer Lassen MIP
’99 for his kind assistance in hosting the Berlin reception.
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1

2

Concord, NH Reception
1. Professor Marcus Hurn, Interim Director of
Development Laura Chaney, Matthew Lahey
JD ’83.
2. Andrew Brown JD ’06, Bonnie Howard JD ’06,
Sarah Brown Davidson JD ’07

1

2

▲

Brunswick, ME Reception
Mexico City, Mexico Reception
Front Row: Guest, José Ramon LLM
’03/MEL ’05, Gloria Isla MIP ’88,
Wallis Pons LLM ’02, Alejandra Valdez
Espaillat LLM ’01, Sergio Olivares, MIP
’93, Francisco Epinosa LLM ’01 and
guest. Back Row: Professor Jeffrey
Hawley, guest, Rafael Covarrubias,
Manuel Marquez MIP ’91, Alejandro
Luna LLM ’02, Juan Martin, Luis
Schmidt MIP ’90, Bernard Fernandez
Del Castillo LLM ’05 and Roberto
Romero MIP ’93.

1. Dean John D. Hutson, Suzanne Watson
JD/MIP ’93
2. Michael Talbot JD ’77, Sureyya
Mahmutoglu LLM ’01
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CLASS
ALUMNIACTIONS
OFFICE NEWS

Champagne Toast, Concord, NH
1. Marlio Martins ’09, Thalita Vani LLM ’08,
Cristina Galavis-Sucre LLM ’08, Associate
Dean of Students and International Student
Advisor Fran Canning, Naida Sadigova LLM
’08, Claudio Rafarelli, Galavis-Sucre's husband
2. Frederick Millett JD ’08, Dong Kyu Na MIP ’08,
Steve Pippenger JD ’08
3. Professor Ellen Musinsky, Robert Terry Parker
JD ’08, Shannon Gulley ’08
4. Marjorie Rudinsky JD ’08, Rebecca Cotterell
JD ’08, Lauren Crisera JD ’08

1

2

3

4
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1

2

4th Annual Golf Tournament
1. Scott Daniels JD ’98, John Maldjian
JD ’95, John Fallon JD ’06, Laura
Kiernan
2. David Ruoff JD ’96, Thomas Reid
JD ’96, Janet Rouke, Donna Daneke
JD ’96

1

Burlington, Vermont Reception
1. James Hughes JD ’81, Danforth Cardozo
III JD ’80, Michael J. Wasco JD ’06,
Eric Avildsen JD ’80, Dana Metes
JD/MIP ’99
2. James Volz JD ’81, Catharyna “Trinka”
Kerr JD ’80, S. Crocker Bennett II JD ’78,
Dean John D. Hutson
2
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1

3

2

4

Berlin, Germany Reception
1. Guest, Dean John D. Hutson,
Kristoffer Lassen MIP ’99
2. Yolianna Arosemena Benedetti
LLM ’99, Sujata Chaudri MIP ’99,
guest, Adolfo Lopez-Moreno
MIP ’99, Dean John D. Hutson,
William Olivero MIP ’99, Flavia
Murad Shaal IPSI ’99, Mituyoshi
Hiratsuka MIP ’99
3. Standing (l. to rt.): José Juan
Mendez MIP ’95, Rajeeb
Ramanathan LLM ’00, Zoraida
Sanchez LLM ’00; Seated: trustee
Gloria Isla MIP ’88, Director of
Graduate Programs Debbie
Beauregard, Guestova Guererro,
Sanchez’s husband, Emily
Beauregard
4. Associate Dean Susan Richey,
Allan Jarry MIP ’01
5. Kaishal Odedra MIP ’95, John
Posthumus JD ’91, Terry Kramer
VS ’99

66

5

CLASS ACTIONS
1970s

1980s

James E. Conway JD ’76,
Paramus, NJ, was recently
appointed chair of Pierce
Law’s Development
Committee.

Thomas L. Bohan JD ’80,
Peaks Island, ME, was recently elected president-elect of
the American Academy of
Forensic Sciences (AAFS).
He was also elected to a
three-year term on the
Forensic Specialties
Accreditation Board (FSAB).

Mark H. Donatelli JD ’76,
Santa Fe, NM, has been
appointed to New Mexico
Governor Richardson’s Task
Force to look at ways to
divert offenders from prison,
provide inmates better school
and work opportunities, and
improve probation and
parole programs.
Thomas E. Gibbs JD ’78,
Jacksonville, FL, has joined
Fowler White Boggs Banker,
one of Florida’s oldest and
largest law firms, in the
Jacksonville office for business transaction and corporate law.
Jamie N. Hage JD ’78,
Concord, NH, was recently
recognized for excellence in
the practice areas of litigation
and general commercial law
in the 2008 edition of
Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business.
David M. Flaum JD ’79,
Rochester, NY, was appointed
to the Board of Trustees of
the University of Rochester.
Flaum is the founder and
CEO of Flaum Management
Co., a real estate development
company based in Rochester.
He holds many board affiliations, including a presidential
appointment to the United
States Holocaust Memorial
Council.

Samuel J. Humpert JD ’81,
Colorado Springs, CO,
recently joined the Market
Regulation Section of the
Colorado Division of
Insurance as a market conduct examiner where he will
concentrate on the regulation
of the title insurance industry.
Alvin S. Weinstein JD ’83,
Delray Beach, FL, received
the Lifelong Service Award
from the American Boat &
Yacht Council, which recognizes individuals for their
service to the marine industry and their profound contributions to boating safety,
design and/or the advancement of recreational boating.
Richard Y. Uchida JD ’84,
Concord, NH, recently joined
the Business Practice Group
of Orr & Reno, PA, as a director and member. His areas of
expertise include real estate
development and land use
planning and regulation.
H. Nina Bernard JD ’85,
Exeter, NH, recently closed
her law office to join
WindPath Sailing, a new fractional sailing program, headquartered in Stamford, CT.

Royce Vehslage JD ’85,
Wethersfield, CT, recently
opened a law firm with one
partner, focusing on insurance defense litigation, insurance coverage issues and
related areas of practice.
Timothy Bates JD ’88,
Laconia, NH, recently retired
from Mitchell & Bates, the
firm he co-founded in 1995.
Sarah J. McPartland-Good JD
’88, Hampden, ME, was
named director of planned
giving at the University of
Maine Foundation. She
will have the primary responsibility of developing and
coordinating the foundation’s
comprehensive gift planning
program.

Donna F. Edwards JD ’89

Donna F. Edwards JD ’89,
Ft. Washington, MD, recently
won a special election to represent the 4th Congressional
District, becoming Maryland’s
first black woman elected
to Congress.

1990s
Elaine C. Amory JD ’90,
Lansing, NY, joined Legal
Services of Central New York,
Inc. as a staff attorney with
the Parents with Psychiatric
Disabilities Legal Advocacy
Project.
Steven J. Watson JD ’90,
Lyndonville, VT, joined the
Burlington firm of
Mickenberg, Dunn, Lachs,
Stewart & Smith as a partner.
Steven A. Fontana JD ’91,
Wilmington, NC, recently
joined Marine Biotechnology
in North Carolina (MARBIONC) as a senior technology development officer. His
duties will include developing
plans that address the logistics
of moving laboratory discoveries from the experimental
stages to a commercially
viable product.
Pamela G. Van Horn JD ’91,
Amherst, NH, has joined
Butenhof & Bomster, PC,
Manchester, NH. She leaves
Banc One NH Asset
Management Corporation
where she managed litigation
with outside counsel and
provided advice and counsel
to account and corporate
offices regarding various legal
requirements pertaining to
the banking industry.
Beth V. George JD ’92,
Scarborough, ME, has
opened a new business, Spelt
Right, a baking company
specializing in baked goods
made with organic spelt flour.
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Jennifer R. Jones JD ’95,
Concord, NH, is general
counsel to the Division of
Family Assistance and
Medicaid at the New
Hampshire Department of
Health and Human Services.
Scott M. McPherson JD ’95,
New Port Richey, FL, is
mayor of the City of New
Port Richey and continues to
maintain his practice, specializing in personal injury law.

Murali K. Pasupulati MIP ’95

Murali K. Pasupulati MIP
’95, Dallas, TX, recently
joined the Intellectual
Property Practice Group of
Thompson & Knight LLP.

Brian J. Colandreo JD/MIP
’97, Bow, NH, was elected
partner at Holland & Knight
LLP, Boston, MA. A member
of the firm’s Litigation Section,
he focuses his practice on
intellectual property practice
in the area of patent law.
Jun Wei MIP ’97, Naperville,
IL, has joined Schwegman,
Lundberg & Woessner, P.A. as
a patent agent.
Mark A. Wright MIP ’97,
Manchester, NH, was recently
elected to the Professional
Association Management
Committee of McLane, Graf,
Raulerson & Middleton. He
chairs the firm’s Intellectual
Property Practice Group.
He has been recognized by
Woodward’s Best Lawyers in
America, Business New
Hampshire magazine’s “Best
Lawyers in New Hampshire"
and Who’s Who Legal USA:
Trademark Law as a leading
intellectual property attorney
with an extensive practice
representing regional, national
and international businesses.

David E. Belfort JD ’96,
Cambridge, MA, was named
“Lawyer of the Month” in
January 2008 by the Health
Advocates Legal Network,
where he has served as one of
the most active members of
HLA’s Pro Bono Legal
Network.

Mark A. Wright MIP ’97
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David Morfesi LLM ’98,
Dulles, VA, serves as an intellectual property attaché with
the United States Patent
Office Global Intellectual
Property Academy.

Peter A. Neives JD ’98

Peter A. Nieves JD ’98,
Dunbarton, NH, was named
a shareholder at Sheehan
Phinney Bass & Green,
Manchester, where he heads
the firm’s Patent Group.
J. Michael Boggs JD ’99,
Cornelius, NC, was recently
named partner at the
Kilpatrick Stockton office in
Charlotte, where he practices
intellectual property law with
a focus on patents.
William A. Jividen JD/MIP
’99, Dayton, OH, was named
partner at Dinsmore & Shohl
where he is a member of the
Intellectual Property Practice
Group. He was selected as an
Ohio Super Lawyers “Rising
Star” and as a recipient of the
“Forty Under 40 Awards”
sponsored by the Dayton
Business Journal.

2000s
Tina Theroux Annis JD ’00,
Concord, NH, was recently
elected director and shareholder of Ransmeier &
Spellman, PC.
Arnaud Gasnier MIP ’00,
Delft, The Netherlands,
recently received a PhD from
the Faculty Technology,
Policy and Management of
the Delft University, The
Netherlands. His thesis, entitled “The Patenting Paradox,”
is designed to help management learn how to further
improve the operational and
strategic dimensions of
patent management.
Daniel V. Williams JD ’00,
Alexandria, VA, recently
joined the Intellectual
Property Department of
Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering,
Hale & Dorr, LLP.
Alejandro J. Fernandez JD
’01, Tampa, FL, recently
accepted a position as patent
counsel at Broad and Cassel.
He has received board certification in first-in-the-nation
intellectual property law
specialty, one of only 80
Florida attorneys who recently received certification as
experts by the Florida Bar
in the newly established intellectual property law specialty.
Certification is the highest
level of evaluation by the
Florida Bar of competency
and experience in areas of
law approved for certification
by the Supreme Court
of Florida.

C LA S S AC T I O N S
Michael Goggans LLM ’01
Meridian, MS, recently
accepted a post as general
counsel for Peavey Electronics
Corporation and will be
responsible for handling a
substantial intellectual property portfolio of trademarks
and patents. He has also
appointed to the Mississippi
Secretary of State’s Committee
on Trademark Reform.

Lauren F. Hanke Verni
JD/MIP ’02, Wakefield, RI,
recently joined the Creditors’
Rights Group of Partridge
Snow & Hahn LLP, where she
will concentrate in representing the interests of creditors
in bankruptcy, receivership
and foreclosure proceedings,
as well as consumer finance,
licensing and regulatory
compliance issues.
Eric Kolo LLM ’02, Geneva,
Switzerland, recently released
a new album recorded by his
band, K.O.L.O. This summer,
K.O.L.O. will play at the two
of the largest international
festivals in Europe, the
PALEO festival and the
Montreux Jazz Festival.

Michelle S. Temple JD ’01

Michelle S. Temple JD ’01,
Canterbury, NH, was recognized in the Union Leader’s
“40 Under Forty” in 2008.
Keshav S. Dhakad LLM ’02,
Noida, India, recently joined
Microsoft India as head of
intellectual property rights
and license compliance.
Tamiko R. Franklin MIP ’02,
Zagreb, Croatia, is director of
international legal services
for Matijevich Law Offices
and also serves as director
general of the VIPO, virtual
intellectual property legal
services organization, founded
by Franklin. VIPO offers consultations on outside world
intellectual property protection as well as management
of virtual property.

Zhuo Xu MIP ’02, Reston,
VA, recently joined the intellectual property law firm of
Kile Goekjian Reed &
McManus, PLLC,
Washington, DC.
Richard Reagan D. Allen
JD/MIP ’03, Dallas, TX,
recently joined the
Intellectual Property Practice
Group of Thompson &
Knight LLP as an associate,
and will focus on litigation
and transactions, including
patent infringement, trademark, trade secret and copyright matters.
Ting-Mao Chao JD/MIP ’03,
Livermore, CA, has joined
FormFactor, Inc. as in-house
patent counsel.
Nancy B. Delain JD ’03 has
opened an office in
Schenectady, NY, where she
will continue her practice in
intellectual property, business
and personal bankruptcy law.

Joshua D. Mather JD ’03,
Lunenburg, MA joined
Chapin Intellectual Property
Law as an associate in the
Westborough office.
Robert H. Meyer LLM ’03,
Hot Springs, AZ, is a consultant to inventors, entrepreneurs, universities and governments, and currently
consults with INESC, a nonprofit private association
which acts as an interface in
Portugal between the state
university system and the
business sector in a variety of
activities including R&D,
technology transfer and
advanced training. His work
takes him to Bulgaria,
Croatia, Canada, Australia,
England, the Netherlands, the
Maldives, Spain and India.
Michael K. Blankenship JD
’04, Manassas, VA, recently
joined General Counsel,
McLean, VA, as partner,
where he will head the in the
firm's Intellectual Property
Group.

Meredith G. Dexter Kelley
JD ’04, Springfield, VT, was
recently appointed
Springfield’s town clerk.
Shawn G. Diedtritch JD/MIP
’04, Queen Creek, AZ, is
general counsel for LPL
Licensing.
John C. Heuton JD ’04
recently accepted an in-house
position at Level (3)
Communications, LLC in
Broomfield, CO.
Carlos Quinones-Lopez LLM
’04, Humacao, Puerto Rico,
has been appointed director
of the Office of Victims
Compensation of Puerto Rico.
Tenley I. Beals LLM ’05,
New York, NY, recently joined
the Advertising/Trademark
Group at Davis & Gilbert
LLP, New York. NY.
Abdul Q. Basit JD ’06,
Fredericksburg, VA, has been
admitted into the MS program
in electrical engineering at
George Mason.

Kevin G. Corriveau JD/MIP
’04, Manchester, NH, has
been elected as president of
New Hampshire Young
Democrats.

Online Alumni Directory
Nearly 1,600 Pierce Law alumni are members of the
online directory. Use the site for all your alumni connections! Register online at our secure site for Pierce Law
alumni only: www.piercelaw.onlinecommunity.com.
Use the directory to:
• Reconnect: find fellow alumni who have also registered
• Network: create a personal business card
• Connect: add your class notes
• Update: visit and update your profile often
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Christopher J. Somma JD ’06,
Farmington, NH, recently
joined Ford & Weaver,
Portsmouth, where he will
focus on bankruptcy, commercial collections and foreclosures.
William D. Toronto JD/MIP
’06, Bellevue, NE, an Air
Force JAG, was deployed to
Iraq to participate on the
Joint Task Force 134, where
he will join dozens of lawyers
working on the issues surrounding the approximate
20,000 Iraqi detainees.
Michael J. Wasco JD ’06,
Fairfax, VT, joined alumni
John Maldjian JD ’95 and
Jon Fallon JD ’06 in their
firm, Maldjian & Fallon, LLC.
He will be telecommuting
from Vermont to the firm’s
location in Redbank, NJ.

Kara A. Brotman JD ’07, San
Diego, CA, is an associate in
the San Diego office of
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &
Rosati, where she focuses on
intellectual property law.
Elizabeth A. Hahn Tassi JD
’07, Kansas City, MO, has
joined the Intellectual
Property & Technology
Division of Stinson Morrison
Hecker in its Kansas City
office.
Charles G. Holoubek JD ’07,
Concord, NH, recently joined
Shaheen & Gordon and will
focus his practice on civil
litigation.
Michael D. Untiet JD ’07,
Baltimore, MD, is working
for Johns Hopkins, where his
work focuses on legal issues
in clinical trials.

Kate J. Winstanley JD/MIP
’07, Concord, NH, has joined
Orr & Reno, PA.

will be signed between
Central America and the
European Union.

Christopher C. Buck JD ’08,
Concord, NH, launched a
new law research website
for New Hampshire caselaw,
www.NHCaseLaw.com,
featuring superior court
opinions and other New
Hampshire caselaw. It
currently offers free access
to a library of superior court
opinions and supreme court
opinions, as well as legal
news headlines.

Neha Nanchahal LLM ’08,
Jersey City, NJ, recently
joined Rosensteel &
Beckmann LLC. , NY

Gerardo J. Guillen
Dominguez LLM ’08,
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, was
recently named by his country’s president to be the
principal negotiator in the
intellectual property field in
the free trade agreement that

Rahul R. Vartak MIP ’08,
Mumbai, India, has joined
the intellectual property
rights management firm of
Krishna and Saurastri.
Nitin S. Virmalwar MIP ’08,
New York, NY, was recently
hired by the City University
of New York as an intellectual
property manager.

Alumni enjoyed a reception in New Delhi, India, hosted by Pooja Dodd LLM ’02. Pictured (l.-rt.) are: Satya P. Arora LLM ’02, Sriram Panyam LLM
’06, Shilpi Mehta LLM ’08, Manish Arora IPSI ’03, Pooja Dodd, LLM ’02, Gaurav Miglani, LLM ’06, Mohit Lahoty, LLM ’02, Nishant Kewalramani
LLM ‘08, Vinita Vasanth (Kankanala’s wife), Kalyan Kankanala LLM ’03, Keshav Dhakad LLM ’02, Professor Ann McCrackin JD ’97, Bill McCrackin,
Zakir Thomas MIP ’04, Swati (Mehta’s sister).
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BIRTHS AND
ADOPTIONS
Andrew L. Bertrand JD ’98
and wife, Kristi, a daughter,
Rylee Ché, April 14, 2008.
Erin Finnell Hall JD ’01 and
Joseph M. Hall JD ’01, a
daughter, Olivia Annabel,
January 4, 2008.
Sumit Aggarwal LLM ’02
and his wife, Megha Ghalay,
a son, Pratham Sai, January 1,
2008.
Giovanna H. Fessenden
JD/MIP ’02 and Christopher
Hennessey JD/MIP ’02, a
daughter, Madeleine Emma,
April 18, 2008.

Jaime R. Ackerman JD ’03
and Brian C. Nicholas JD ’03,
a son, Andrew Scott Nicholas,
December 24, 2007.
Jennifer A. Wamsley-Grant
JD/MIP ’03 and her husband,
Kevin, a daughter, Grace
Elizabeth, September 19, 2007.
Shawn G. Diedtritch JD/MIP
’04 and his wife, Heather, a
son, Charles Thomas Gordon,
February 1, 2008.
Xinyan Wang MIP ’07 and
husband, a daughter, Victoria
Li, May 30, 2008.
Nicklas Anderson JD ’08 and
his wife, Shellie, a son, Joshua
Rivers.

MARRIAGES

IN MEMORIAM

Dianne S. Faup JD ’92 to
Patrick Henry Salazar on
January 19, 2008.

Nathan T. Foose JD ’85
Marcia L. Leighninger JD ’87

Lillian L. Lai JD ’98 to Peter
Francis Smith on February
21, 2008. The ceremony was
officiated by the Honorable
Paul R. Michel of the United
States Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit.
Leo Goldstein-Gureff JD/MIP
’02 to Jenae C. Avallone
JD/MIP ’03 on June 7, 2008.

Franklin Pierce Law Center does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religious creed, age, sex, pregnancy,
marital status, disability, national
origin, ancestry, sexual orientation,
veteran’s status, genetic predisposition
or any other legally protected status in
admission to and employment in its
programs and activities.

Kalyan C. Kankanala LLM ’03
to Vinita Vasanth MIP ’07
on March 27, 2008.

Did you know that Pierce Law
is home to one of the oldest
intellectual property publications
in the world?
IDEA:The Intellectual Property Law Review has a rich tradition at Pierce Law. Founder Robert H. Rines brought
IDEA to Pierce Law in 1973. A dynamic publication, it features articles on current issues in intellectual property
for both legal practitioners and scholars around the world.
During the 2008-2009 academic year, Pierce Law will publish its 49th volume of IDEA. We are seeking submissions from Pierce Law alumni. Preferred topics of interest include domestic and international patent, copyright,
trademark, trade secret, unfair competition, licensing, and technology transfer.
Please send submissions and questions to: idea @ piercelaw.edu
Kevin DeJong ’09
Editor-in-Chief

71

“I      
   ,
      .”
– Dame Anita Roddick, founder,The Body Shop

This spring, the Class of 2008 pooled their creative energies to raise funds for a new glass sign for the school’s Buck
Building entrance. Strapped for cash, as most students are, a member of the class donated his car (it surely would
never have made it out of Concord after graduation)! The class then used the car for a “car bashing” party. They sold
tickets for $5.00 for three swings with a sledge hammer or bat at the car. With the help of the school community,
a car care company and a towing company that donated their services, a great time was had by all while assisting the
class to achieve its goal. The power of many pooling their resources made quite an impact.
No kind act is too small to make a difference at Pierce Law. Please join us in combining our resources to make
an impact today.
You may use our online gift form at www.piercelaw.edu or send your contribution payable to “Pierce Law.” Please let
us know how you wish to designate your support. Your donation matters.

Mailing address for gift giving at Pierce Law:
Office of Philanthropy
Two White Street
Concord, NH 03301
email: development@ piercelaw.edu
Or call: Laura Chaney, (603) 513-5181
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PIONEERING CHANGE

IN

L E G A L E D U C AT I O N

– Clark D. Cunningham
Director, Effective Lawyer-Client Communication
National Institute for Teaching Ethics & Professionalism
and W. Lee Burge Professor of Law and Ethics
Georgia State University College of Law, Atlanta, GA

Daniel Webster Scholar
Honors Program
This intensive Pierce Law program takes our
superior client-ready education further,
immersing students in daily workings of the
legal system. Daniel Webster Scholars counsel
clients, appear before judges, and develop their
skills and judgment in clinical settings.
Pierce Law initiated the Daniel Webster Scholar
Honors Program in 2005 in collaboration with
the New Hampshire Supreme Court, the New
Hampshire Board of Bar Examiners and the
New Hampshire Bar Association. Completion
of the program constitutes passage of the
New Hampshire bar examination.
Learn more

www.piercelaw.edu/websterscholar
Two White Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
(603) 228-1541

Calendar of Events
Boston Area Alumni Reception (AIPPI)

September 9

Washington, DC Alumni Reception (AIPLA)

October 24

Miami, FL Alumni Reception (ASIPI)

November 16

San Diego, CA Alumni Reception (AALS)

January 7, 2009

17th Annual Public Interest Coalition Auction

March 25, 2009

5th Annual LRAP Golf Tournament

June 22, 2009

Two White Street
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 228-1541
www.piercelaw.edu
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